
Sportsman Feastival

The Leader’s Line

Tale of the Fly

Tip of the Month

Tippets from the Fly Addict

Annual Membership

News from SWC FFF

Pg. 1

Pg. 2

Pg. 2

Pg. 2

Pgs. 3-4

Pg. 4

Pgs. 5-6

Other Club News

On the Hook

Club Dues

Board Meetings

Club Officers

Calendar & Events

The Editor’s Spool  

Pg. 7

Pg. 8

Pg. 9

Pg. 9

Pg. 9

Pg. 10

Pg. 11C
O

N
TE

N
TS Goodies for the

December Club Meeting

— Feastival —

Goodies for the
January Club Meeting

— Neal Barry —

Join Us For Our

Join Us For Our

          4th Annual
Aguabonita Fly�shers Sportsman Feastival

December 6th starting at 6:00pm

Join Us For Our

          4th Annual
Aguabonita Fly�shers Sportsman Feastival

December 6th starting at 6:00pm

Join Us For Our

Newsletter of the Aguabonita Flyfishers           Est. 1979                                                       December  2011



©
 H

ar
dy

 T
ys

on
 P

ho
to

have no idea what this fly will catch, but 
hey, it’s Christmas.

Hook:
Thread:

Abdomen:

Thorax:

1x short, straight eye
Any
Spun white deer hair,
spun red deer hair
White Dubbing

erry Christmas!  If you need help giving 
your significant other a hint as to what 
to buy you for Christmas, open the 

newsletter to this page, highlight what you want 
and leave it lying around in a conspicuous place!  

Stocking Stuffers:  flies, leaders, tippet

Mid-Range Gifts:  Aguabonita hat, Aguabonita 
t-shirt, fly-boxes, fishing license, fly-fishing 
DVDs, purifying water bottle, fishing net

Upper-End Gifts: fishing vest, wading boots, 
waders, fly-rod, fly-reel

Deluxe Gifts:  fly-fishing trip to Alaska or New 
Zealand.  

May you hook your biggest “wish” this holiday 
season!

             ><(((((‘>  Hardy  <’)))))><

ere are some tips for getting a great 
fishing photo for your next Christmas 
card. After catching a nice fish, remem-

ber, a calm fish is easier to handle. Hold the fish 
upside down until you are ready to snap the 
shot. It usually does calm them. Don’t keep the 
fish out of water longer than you can hold your 
breath.

M

I

H

Materials for tying the Santa Hat

The Leader’s Line
Hardy Tyson, President

Tip of the Month
Hardy Tyson

Tale of the Fly
Hardy Tyson, President
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ime for Gifts???

  I started to write this column with 
the idea of doing fishing reports each month.  
So far, I don’t really remember actually doing a 
fish report.   So, as I was lucky enough to get a 
weekend with Hot Creek guru, Lew Albright, 
this will be a fishing report….more or less.  Lew 
and I left early on a Saturday morning, driven 
for success, stopping only for the obligatory 
pastry at Schatts Bakery in Bishop. That was 
worth the time,  
really good Bear 
Claws.  
   We weren’t in a 
big hurry, we were 
thinking it could be 
cold up there. We 
were right. It was 19 
degrees on the way 
up there. With no 
one at the Interpre-
tive Center, why not 
start there. That 
spot was a relative 
banana belt area, 
with a toasty air 
temp of 22 degrees. 
Sweet!!!!! Makes me feel alive......ready to fish!!!!  
I love fishing in the winter. It’s by far my favorite 
time. Fishing is usually pretty good and crowds 
are usually at home keeping warm, just how I 
like it. This day was that, for sure. We were the 
only people fishing that area all day. Better yet, 
the fish were taking dry flies all day. All alone on 
the Mammoth Creek pool, just me and a bunch 

continued on page 4

T

of really small Blue wings; and a bunch of fishes 
happily eating the little Blue Wings. I started 
out catching some nice smaller fishes, most 
around 13” to 16”.  Then I started the parade of 
big fish taking small flies, really small flies, and 
shaking them loose in the air.  I didn’t land one 
of these all day. I still can not figure out why 
some days I just can’t seem to land a big fish.  
This day, I had one of my best fish-less adven-
tures to date. I had gotten cold, so I decided to 
start throwing streamers to keep warm.  On the 
second cast, I hooked a Brown, at least 20”, 
probably bigger. He jumped a bunch of times, 
but I had this one securely on a big streamer.  He 
was not going anywhere but into my net and 
onto my camera before going back to eat more 

bugs and make a bunch of baby Brown Trout. I 
had this one up to the landing fishes spot and it 
decided to make one more run; OK, almost 
there. While out about 30’, I felt a little head 
shaking out there. That didn’t feel right. I raised 
my rod and surprisingly, the other end just came 
easily toward me. I stripped in the line and was 
shocked to see a 10” Brown on the dropper fly.  

It had taken the small fly and pulled the 
streamer out of the big one’s mouth. Somehow 
I just wasn’t as surprised as I should have been;  
that kind of day.
   Meanwhile, I went over to check on Lew.  He 
had been hammering fish. Using only one fly 
and fishing by feel, Lew had a banner day.  Nice. 
We both had great days, Lew catching many, I 
still caught a bunch of fish and I really don’t 
care if I lose big fish anyway.  This turned out to 
be a great day on the water.  
   So fishing time is turning into holiday time;  
Thanksgiving turning into Christmas. Time to 
be thankful for all the many blessings we all 
enjoy. Time to look forward to the gifts that we 
know will come our way-real gifts. Time with 
family and friends. Opportunities to spend time 
with people we like and respect, as I was able to 
do this weekend. The real gifts of Christmas 
don’t come in a package, no matter how beauti-
fully wrapped. The real gifts of the season  are 
good health to do the things we enjoy doing, the 
memories of the great adventures we’ve lived 
and the people we’ve shared those wonderful 
times with.
  Merry Christmas and Best Fishes for the 
coming year!   Allen

Tippets from the Fly Addict
Allen Bell, Vice-President
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nnual dues have been collected for the 
past 3 years by mailing a billing notice. 
This has been very successful, and I will 

continue to use this method. A bill has been 
mailed to your address of record. You should 
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receive your bill about the same time you receive 
this newsletter.
   One of the primary reasons for having a mem-
bership chairman is to spread the work load and 
to have a single database for member informa-
tion.  It is not the Treasurer's responsibility to 
collect yearly membership dues. Nor, is it the 
Newsletter Editor's job to keep track of the 
member's mailing records. These are the respon-
sibilities of the Membership Chairman who 
keeps the database and records of the club's 
members.  In turn, this information is provided, 
when needed, to carry out the business of the 
club.  A major benefit of an annual dues bill is 
the opportunity to review your personal infor-
mation and provide corrections as required.
   When you send in your check, please review 
and return the top portion of the bill with your 
payment. If the information is not correct, make 
changes right on the bill and the database will 
be updated accordingly.
    When you receive your bill, follow the instruc-
tions and be sure to return your stub and check 
in the envelop provided. Several club officers 
have access to the same mail box, so using the 
enclosed envelop will see that your payment is 
routed to the right person.
   If you prefer to hand me (NOT Steve Garri-
son) your payment at a meeting, then please give 
it to me at the December or January meeting in 
the envelop provided. (Best Bet: spend 44-cents 
on a stamp and mail it right now while you are 
thinking of it).

Annual Membership
Don Winter, Membership Chairman
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he FFF CCIP (Certified Casting Instruc-
tor Program), with the help of Long 
Beach and Pasadena Casting Clubs, will 

present a series of  two-hour workshops designed 
to help local club members teach beginning 
students the basics of fly-casting. Most clubs 
offer an annual introductory casting class to 
attract newcomers to the sport, and these work-
shops will offer tips and techniques for that very 
important first fly-casting lesson. The focus will 
be teaching casting to beginners – they are not 
fly-casting lessons.

     The workshops will be conducted by FFF 
certified instructors and will cover these areas:

• Teaching fly-casting principles 
• Teaching proper pick-up and lay down, roll 
cast and false casts
• Analysis and correction of common casting 
errors
• Answers to common beginner questions
• Teaching communication skills

The workshops will be held on four consecutive 
Saturdays:

February 4th Long Beach Casting Club
 9-11 am
February 11th Pasadena Casting Club
 9-11 am
February 18th Long Beach Casting Club
 9-11 am
February 25th Pasadena Casting Club
 9-11 am

T   Workshop participants should have a basic 
knowledge of fly casting, lots of patience and a 
desire to become a better teacher and communi-
cator. Students should attend as many sessions 
as possible to get maximum benefit from the 
program. There is no charge for these work-
shops but individuals and clubs may make a 
donation to cover basic costs.

    The cutoff date for registration to the first 
class is January 21st, 2012.

Please email or call:
Marshall Bissett
(818) 259-1551 or MB@TMB.COM

News from SWC FFF
Teach the Teachers
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JANUARY 28, 2012  9 am - 4 pm
Great buys on new and used tackle to  

benefit the Southwest Council Federation of Fly Fishers
LONG BEACH CASTING CLUB.  4901 East 7th Street  Long Beach, CA 90804

Lunch is $10.00 for FFF members, $15.00 all others. Membership available at door.
 Please RSVP by January 06, 2012.  Call 818. 757. 3474 or email: secretary@southwestcouncilfff.org

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

FLY TYING 9am - 4pm
Learn from award winning fly tiers. Bill Blackstone, 
John Van Derhoof, Mark Kirchner, Maria Rivas, Graham Owen, Steven Fernandez,
Dean Endress, Peter Koga, Lee Baerman, Naomi Okamoto and others. 
They will demonstrate their famous patterns and techniques!  This event will feature 
2 renowned Buzsek Award winners. 

HOT CREEK LEADERS 10am - noon
Hot Creek Guru Mas Okui will teach how to tie his famous freshwater leaders. The cost of the class is 
$100.00. The leader kit will have enough material to create plenty of leaders to use throughout the season.
The master will also instruct on how to cast these leaders.  The class will be held from 10:00am to noon and 
is limited to the first 10 people who RSVP by January 06, 2012.  Please call  818. 757. 3474 or email:
secretary@southwestcouncilfff.org

GARAGE SALE: 9am - 4pm 
Please donate items for the fly-fishing garage sale: rods, reels, lines, clothes, vests or accessories.  
Items not sold will be donated to Project Healing Waters or as needed by the SWC member clubs.  Items 
must be in working order and have a value of at least $10.00.  This is a great opportunity to dispose of extra 
gear or unwanted items related to fly-fishing. Please give items to your SWCFFF representative or contact 
us directly.  This is the perfect way to do spring cleaning and to help the SWCFFF!

CASTING 9am - 4pm
Take a quick lesson and receive pointers from our Certified Federation Instructors.
$1.00 per minute (15 minutes minimum). Your casting can be analyzed by one of our  certified instructors. 
Get tips on your Single-handed, Spey or double-haul casting.  See how you do in the Danish Casting 
Games!  Come join in on the fun of casting!

SILENT AUCTIONS 9am - 3pm
For your bidding pleasure, both select and special items will be on the tables all day.
Bidding will be conducted or opened for 90 minutes at a time, all day.  Come any time and place your bids!

LIVE AUCTION (immediately after lunch)
Special fly plates, unique specialized flies, private casting and special gear will be up for the exciting live 
auction.  Don’t miss it!
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     In the spring, we will be having some work 
parties at the Hot Creek Kiosk. There will be 
painting, fence repair, weeding, etc. The big 
news is that we will be putting up some of the 
new artwork. If you are interested in helping, 
there will be a sign up sheet at the meetings or 
you can contact Chuck Newmyer at 
hisifly@iwvisp.com 

     Gary Davis has received new flies or was 
notified to use “bank” flies from the following 
members: Lew Albright, Neal Barry, Darryl 
Baxter, Don Bowling, Jay Crawford, Karen 
Davis, Dave DeKruger, Lance and Rose Dover, 
Oscar Felsen, Madalynn Garrison, Steve Garri-
son, Reuben Gomez, Don Heyden, Dave 
McPherson*, Chuck Newmyer, Gerald Stein, 
Hardy Tyson, Dave and Bunny Venlet, and Karl 
Zellner.
   For the past few years, Gary has also included 
flies from “guest tiers”.  This year, he’s planning 
on using flies tied by Boots Allen (guide for The 
Snake River Anglers in Jackson, WY); Reid 
Benton (instructor for fly tying, Tennessee 
Valley Fly Fishers); and Peter Carty (guide from 
New Zealand.)
   Thanks to everyone for contributing flies for 
the 2012 Fly Plate!

   *[Dave McPherson is a club member residing 
in England.]

     We will be having a Trout in the Classroom 
(TIC) workshop on Saturday, February 4th. If 
you are interested in helping out with this 
program you should make it a point to attend 
this workshop. Also, if you know of any teachers 
that might be interested let us know and we will 
get detailed information to them. If you are 
already a volunteer for TIC we would encourage 
you to sit in on the workshop.
    There will be a sign up sheet at the meetings
or you can contact:
Jay Crawford at jay_crawford@verizon.net or
Chuck Newmyer at hisifly@iwvisp.com

The tentative schedule of general meeting speak-
ers and events is listed below:

December  “Feastival”

January 2012 TBD

February 2012 Boomer Stout
  Green River

March 2012 Tim Tollett
  Frontier Anglers

Up Around The Bend
Allen Bell, Programs

Other Club News!!!
Hot Creek Kiosk Update

2012 Aguabonita Flyfishers Annual

Banquet “Fly Plate”

2012 Trout in the Classroom (TIC)
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he next fly-tying session will be Satur-
day, December 17th from 9:30am to 
noon at the Aquabonita's classroom, 

145 B Panamint Street.
    At this session we will be tying the “Captain”. 
This fly has been productive for some of our 
members fishing the Eastern Sierra streams.
   The only reference for tying the “Captain” was 
found in the book, “Flies” by J. Edson Leonard, 
published in 1950. The “Captain” was used for 
trout and salmon and was fished either as a dry 
or wet fly.

The “Captain”
 
Hook: Mustad 3906B or TMC 3761
Size: #12, #14, #16
Thread: Black 6/0 or 8/0
Tail: Golden Pheasant Tippet
Body: Black floss or thread
Tip: Gold mylas tinsel
Hackle: Brown
Wing: White hair or yarn

   Fly-tying sessions are open to all. You don't 
have to tie the suggested pattern, just come and 
tie or kibitz. This is also an opportunity for you 
to have access to the club's library.

    For further questions, contact:
Oscar Felsen at (760) 446-7103 or email 
felsenjo@verizon.net

Aguabonita Flyfishers Rod & Reel
Inventory
RODS:
1. G. Loomis 7'9" 2wt
2. Fisher          8'6" 3/4wt
3. Sage            9'0" 4wt
4. Fisher          9'0" 6wt
5. Fisher          8'6" 5/6wt
6. Fisher          8'0" 6/7wt
7. Fisher          9'6" 7/8wt
8. Fisher          9'0" 10wt
9. Sage            9'0" 5wt
10. G. Loomis     8’0" 3wt
11. Winston 8’6” 6wt
12. Cortland      8"0" 5/6wt
13. Powell     9’0” 5/6wt
14. St. Croix 9’0” 6/7wt
15. St. Croix 9’0” 3wt

REELS:
1. Berkley  DT2F
2. Cortland DT3F
3. Cortland DT4F
4. Cortland DT5F
5. Cortland DT6F
6. Cortland WF7F
7. Cortland WF9F
8. STH  10 F/S

    We also have 3 pairs of wading boots; 2 pair at 
size-10 and 1 pair at size-14.

    Presently, all rods and reels are located at 145B 
Panamint Avenue. To check out a rod or reel, 
call Lew Albright at 375-8725 and he will meet 
you at the address above. The club requires a 
nominal fee of $5.00 to check out a rod or reel. 
The money will be used for maintenance of the 
equipment. When you check out a rod or reel, 
please return the item as soon as possible so 
other club members may use them too. If you 
break a rod or reel, let Lew know so that it can be 
repaired.

T

On the Hook
Oscar Felsen, Weekend Fly-Tying
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President
    Hardy Tyson  (760) 375-2175

Vice-President
    Allen Bell   (760) 371-1133

Secretary
    Bob Smith   (760) 375-7578

Treasurer
    Steve Garrison  (760) 375-3192

Director
    Joe Rice   (760) 446-4616

Director
    Clyde Hazen  (760) 375-9376

Director
    David Calvert  (760) 793-8026

Webmaster
    Jim Hoover   (760) 371-2149

Weekend Fly-tying
    Oscar Felsen  (760) 446-7103

“The Flyline” Editor
    Neal Barry   (760) 301-2098

Banquet Chairman 1
    Bob Smith   (760) 375-7578

Conservation Chairman
    Karl Zellner   (760) 499-6361

Membership Chairman
    Don Winter  (760) 375-7948

Banquet Chairman 2
    Karl Zellner   (760) 499-6361

Education Chairman
    Chuck Newmyer  (760) 375-1126

Programs
    Allen Bell   (760) 371-1133

Club Equipment
    Lew Albright  (760) 375-8725

Club Library
    Fred Freiberg   (760) 371-1033

Trout in the Classroom
    Jay Crawford  (760) 375-8275

Youth Coordinator
    John Linder  (760) 377-5750

Publicity
    Gary Davis   (760) 377-3357

Director SWCFFF
    Jim Hoover   (760) 371-2149

"Often, I have been exhausted on
trout streams, uncomfortable, wet,
cold, briar scarred, sunburned,
mosquito-bitten, but never, with a
fly rod in my hand have I been less
than in a place that was less than
beautiful."  — Charles Kuralt

General membership
Associate membership
Youth membership
One time initiation fee

$20.00
$  5.00
$  5.00
$10.00

  General membership meetings are held at     
7:30pm on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Ridgecrest United Methodist Church 
(RUMC) Fellowship Hall (639 N. Norma St., 
Ridgecrest, CA). Everyone is welcome to attend! 
Our meetings feature guest speaker presenta-
tions, brief club news, refreshments, and a raffle.

   The board usually meets at 7:00pm on the last
Tuesday of each month to transact club 
business. The board meetings are open to 
anyone with agenda items to share. To be placed 
on the next meeting’s agenda, please send items 
to Bob Smith at rdsmith1@mchsi.com

Club OfficersMonthly Club Meeting

Annual Cost for Membership

Board of Directors Meeting
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December 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Full Moon

First Quarter

Last Quarter

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Katmai National Park
Created 1980

Shenandoah
National Park
Created 1935

4th Annual
“Sportsman
Feastival”

6:00pm 

Board of
Directors
Meeting

7:00pm

Upcoming Events

“Ties & Lies”
Fly-tying
Session

9:30am - Noon

Deadline for
January

Newsletter!!!

   2012 Aguabonita Annual Banquet — Please 
start thinking about what you’d like to donate to 
our February banquet and let me know by email. 
I am also looking for some help.  We meet twice 
a month from November to January and then 
weekly in February for an hour or two. There 
may be a few tasks after the meeting, but it will 
only take an hour of your time to complete your 
action items. Please contact Karl Zellner at 
zellnerkm@msn.com , if you are interested.

   2-Day Steelhead River Tour — In January, 
Greg Vinci, along with guide Lance Gray, will 
host a two-day tour of two of the central valley’s 
best winter Steelhead rivers, the  American and 
Feather. On the tour, we will travel to all of the 
access points and go over rigging and fishing 
techniques for winter Steelhead. This is prob-
ably the first time that such a tour has been avail-
able.  

    For more information or to sign up, log on to 
http://lancegrayandcompany.com/fly_fishing
_tours/valley_steelhead_tour
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ell, December is upon us and 2011 is 
coming to a close. I hope everyone was 
able to get out on their favorite stretch of 
water this past year and wet your fly line. 

Maybe you had the opportunity to explore some new 
waters, both nearby and far off. Wherever you found 
yourself, I hope you were successful in hooking, 
landing, and releasing some fish and enjoying the 

great outdoors with family and friends 
or maybe just the peace and 

W

quiet of just you and nature.
   I would like give a BIG Thank You! for all the great 
articles, photos, and graphics submitted to support 
the newsletter. This past year, as your newsletter 
editor, has been very exciting and rewarding for me 
and I hope for you too.
   So I look forward with anticipation to 2012 and all 
the new and exciting content that everyone will be 
sending my way. Yes, I believe in catch-and-release, 
but no one is totally “off the hook” on this one. So 
keep those articles and photos coming and let every-
one know what’s happening in your neck of the 

woods or stretch of water.

Here’s to good health and a 
prosperous New Year!!!

Thank You and tight lines!!!
  Neal

The Editor’s Spool
Neal Barry
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Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, CA   93556
FIRST CLASS

Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers:
To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing

To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters

To provide assistance to club members to help them become more
effective fly fishermen and to promote the fellowship of the membership

To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds

To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen

Aguabonita Flyfishers • P.O. Box 2059 • Ridgecrest, CA 93556  +  www.aguabonita.home.mchsi.com


