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promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

ike many anglers, I was introduced 
to fishing by my dad. We both 

matured in the sport from weekend bass 
fishing to week long fly fishing floats on 
the Madison. His interest went from time 
on the water to time on the board of Pasa-
dena Casting Club. Maybe because he's my 
mentor, I chose to serve on the board of 
Santa Clarita Casting Club (SCCC).  In 
my position as Public Outreach Chair, I 
was tasked with assisting the City of Santa 
Clarita in grant writing for State of Califor-
nia Proposition 50 funds. Their success 
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could have meant SCCC would have a club house 
and casting  pond at Discovery Park.
 I took time off from the board to be with my 
family and to fish. With this reclaimed time, I traveled 
and hiked throughout California in search of our 
state’s native trout in their historic habitats. My 
endeavors led to being awarded California Heritage 
Trout Challenge Certificate No. 193. To complete the 
Challenge,  you must catch and photograph six differ-
ent native trout from their historic drainages. In 1971, 
California recognized native trout by the passage of 
key legislation acknowledging the importance of 
designating Heritage Trout waters. In 1998, the Heri-
tage Trout Program was established to education the 
public and reach out to others concerning native trout 
conservation and restoration.
 Through this experience, I learned much 
about native trout, where they are and what is being 
done to conserve and restore their waters.  I became 
passionate about preserving California's native trout 
and wanted to bring the experience to others who, 
because of economic status, cultural background, or 
age, would not likely catch and release a native or wild 
trout.
 I began thinking about an effective way to 
bring others to understand the importance of Califor-
nia's native trout while advocating "catching and 
releasing" wild or native trout rather than measuring a 
fishing experience by getting the first, the biggest, or 
the most fish. I discovered Trout in the Classroom 
Program and became certified to obtain trout eggs 
from hatcheries, raise them, then release the fry in 
local waters. With the combined knowledge and abili-
ties of both certificates, I established Man in Waders 
as a “not for profit” educational venture to build 
public awareness and involvement in protecting water 
resources and trout habitats.  Thus far, I have devel-
oped two programs and am in the process of design-
ing a third.
 The first program is speaking to others about 
the California Heritage Trout Challenge and sharing 
my experiences on earning a certificate.  I don’t guide, 
rather my goal is to help anglers make a plan and to 

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

accompany them in catching and releasing California 
native trout.  Using R-Ranch in Johnsondale, CA as a 
base camp, I put fly fishers onto three indigenous 
trout – California Golden,  Little Kern Golden, and 
Kern River Rainbow.
 The second program is Trout in the 
Class/H2O Stewards. I am currently providing the 
kids at  the Boys and Girls Club in Canoga Park, CA 
a classroom experience of hatching trout eggs from 
Fillmore Trout Hatchery.  I also lead activities where 
students experience first-hand the value of aquatic 
environments and learn the balance that must be met 
to maintain and preserve California's fisheries and 
aquatic habitats.
 Trout in the Class/H2O Stewards Program 
consists of four core topics including water quantity 
and quality, sources of water, the importance of water 
for consumption, transportation, and  recreation  
(i.e., fly fishing), and water conservation. These topics 
are presented over 10 weeks starting in mid February. 
Each week, we have fun activities related to raising 
trout in an aquarium while learning the importance 
of water as a key renewable resource, if we conserve it, 
use it wisely, and protect its’ quality.
 Santa Clarita Casting Club has partnered 
with me in the last session to contribute their time in 
demonstrating casting a fly line, tying flies, and 
talking about bugology. At the conclusion of the 
program, the kids release their trout fry into a local 
stream or lake and participate in conservation efforts 
at the chosen waters that will become home to the 
trout they raised.  One conservation effort is partici-
pating in World Water Monitoring Day created by 
Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, 
Va.) and International Water Association (IWA; 
London, England).  This jointly coordinated program 
is where kids all over the world conduct basic moni-
toring of local water bodies and submit their results 
to a world-wide database.
 I am also developing a third program focused 
on helping anglers become "citizen scientists" and 
build a public image of a fly fisher in waders as an 
icon to water conservation as Smokey Bear is to fire 
protection.  California is in a long-term water crisis. 

Climate change, environmental constraints, limited 
water storage capacity, regional competition for 
resources, increasing demand, and wasteful practices 
have combined to put California's water supply in 
great jeopardy. Trout, salmon and steelhead require 
clean, cold water to survive, but decades of misman-
agement and neglect have caused all California trout 
and salmon species to decline. Trout in our waters 
have become today's canaries in the coal mine.
 Fly Fishing Clubs can join the ranks of other 
citizen scientists by observing changing conditions 
and testing water quality of trout habitats. Man in 
Waders seeks to motivate and organize clubs to 
observe and collect information about seasonal 
changes in trout ecosystems. Using Water Environ-
ment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) and Interna-
tional Water Association (IWA; London, England 
water testing kits and data collection methods estab-
lished by USA National Phenology Network, Man in 
Waders will  create a place for anglers to enter, store, 
and share their observations.
 Partnering clubs will be able to post the infor-
mation on their websites. My goal is to connect 
anglers globally and make the information collected 
available to support a wide range of decisions made 
by citizens, managers, scientists, and policy makers. 
To further this goal, the data will be distributed to 
and made available on maps through                     
Water Environment Federation at 
www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/ and from the 
USA National Phenology Network 
www.usanpn.org/about.

[R. (Rudy) Nicolas Brown, AICP is a Zoning Adminis-
trator with the City of Los Angeles Planning Depart-
ment. In this management level position, he conducts 
public hearings and makes determinations on condi-
tional use permits, variances, zone variances, and 
other discretionary land use applications. He is also a 
Director's designee on current and comprehensive 
planning matters.]
 

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.
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could have meant SCCC would have a club house 
and casting  pond at Discovery Park.
 I took time off from the board to be with my 
family and to fish. With this reclaimed time, I traveled 
and hiked throughout California in search of our 
state’s native trout in their historic habitats. My 
endeavors led to being awarded California Heritage 
Trout Challenge Certificate No. 193. To complete the 
Challenge,  you must catch and photograph six differ-
ent native trout from their historic drainages. In 1971, 
California recognized native trout by the passage of 
key legislation acknowledging the importance of 
designating Heritage Trout waters. In 1998, the Heri-
tage Trout Program was established to education the 
public and reach out to others concerning native trout 
conservation and restoration.
 Through this experience, I learned much 
about native trout, where they are and what is being 
done to conserve and restore their waters.  I became 
passionate about preserving California's native trout 
and wanted to bring the experience to others who, 
because of economic status, cultural background, or 
age, would not likely catch and release a native or wild 
trout.
 I began thinking about an effective way to 
bring others to understand the importance of Califor-
nia's native trout while advocating "catching and 
releasing" wild or native trout rather than measuring a 
fishing experience by getting the first, the biggest, or 
the most fish. I discovered Trout in the Classroom 
Program and became certified to obtain trout eggs 
from hatcheries, raise them, then release the fry in 
local waters. With the combined knowledge and abili-
ties of both certificates, I established Man in Waders 
as a “not for profit” educational venture to build 
public awareness and involvement in protecting water 
resources and trout habitats.  Thus far, I have devel-
oped two programs and am in the process of design-
ing a third.
 The first program is speaking to others about 
the California Heritage Trout Challenge and sharing 
my experiences on earning a certificate.  I don’t guide, 
rather my goal is to help anglers make a plan and to 

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List
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base camp, I put fly fishers onto three indigenous 
trout – California Golden,  Little Kern Golden, and 
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Class/H2O Stewards. I am currently providing the 
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a classroom experience of hatching trout eggs from 
Fillmore Trout Hatchery.  I also lead activities where 
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environments and learn the balance that must be met 
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aquatic habitats.
 Trout in the Class/H2O Stewards Program 
consists of four core topics including water quantity 
and quality, sources of water, the importance of water 
for consumption, transportation, and  recreation  
(i.e., fly fishing), and water conservation. These topics 
are presented over 10 weeks starting in mid February. 
Each week, we have fun activities related to raising 
trout in an aquarium while learning the importance 
of water as a key renewable resource, if we conserve it, 
use it wisely, and protect its’ quality.
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demonstrating casting a fly line, tying flies, and 
talking about bugology. At the conclusion of the 
program, the kids release their trout fry into a local 
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at the chosen waters that will become home to the 
trout they raised.  One conservation effort is partici-
pating in World Water Monitoring Day created by 
Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, 
Va.) and International Water Association (IWA; 
London, England).  This jointly coordinated program 
is where kids all over the world conduct basic moni-
toring of local water bodies and submit their results 
to a world-wide database.
 I am also developing a third program focused 
on helping anglers become "citizen scientists" and 
build a public image of a fly fisher in waders as an 
icon to water conservation as Smokey Bear is to fire 
protection.  California is in a long-term water crisis. 

Climate change, environmental constraints, limited 
water storage capacity, regional competition for 
resources, increasing demand, and wasteful practices 
have combined to put California's water supply in 
great jeopardy. Trout, salmon and steelhead require 
clean, cold water to survive, but decades of misman-
agement and neglect have caused all California trout 
and salmon species to decline. Trout in our waters 
have become today's canaries in the coal mine.
 Fly Fishing Clubs can join the ranks of other 
citizen scientists by observing changing conditions 
and testing water quality of trout habitats. Man in 
Waders seeks to motivate and organize clubs to 
observe and collect information about seasonal 
changes in trout ecosystems. Using Water Environ-
ment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) and Interna-
tional Water Association (IWA; London, England 
water testing kits and data collection methods estab-
lished by USA National Phenology Network, Man in 
Waders will  create a place for anglers to enter, store, 
and share their observations.
 Partnering clubs will be able to post the infor-
mation on their websites. My goal is to connect 
anglers globally and make the information collected 
available to support a wide range of decisions made 
by citizens, managers, scientists, and policy makers. 
To further this goal, the data will be distributed to 
and made available on maps through                     
Water Environment Federation at 
www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/ and from the 
USA National Phenology Network 
www.usanpn.org/about.
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alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.



The Flyline - May 2012 Page 3

promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

I

ike many anglers, I was introduced 
to fishing by my dad. We both 

matured in the sport from weekend bass 
fishing to week long fly fishing floats on 
the Madison. His interest went from time 
on the water to time on the board of Pasa-
dena Casting Club. Maybe because he's my 
mentor, I chose to serve on the board of 
Santa Clarita Casting Club (SCCC).  In 
my position as Public Outreach Chair, I 
was tasked with assisting the City of Santa 
Clarita in grant writing for State of Califor-
nia Proposition 50 funds. Their success 

continued on page 4

continued from page 2
could have meant SCCC would have a club house 
and casting  pond at Discovery Park.
 I took time off from the board to be with my 
family and to fish. With this reclaimed time, I traveled 
and hiked throughout California in search of our 
state’s native trout in their historic habitats. My 
endeavors led to being awarded California Heritage 
Trout Challenge Certificate No. 193. To complete the 
Challenge,  you must catch and photograph six differ-
ent native trout from their historic drainages. In 1971, 
California recognized native trout by the passage of 
key legislation acknowledging the importance of 
designating Heritage Trout waters. In 1998, the Heri-
tage Trout Program was established to education the 
public and reach out to others concerning native trout 
conservation and restoration.
 Through this experience, I learned much 
about native trout, where they are and what is being 
done to conserve and restore their waters.  I became 
passionate about preserving California's native trout 
and wanted to bring the experience to others who, 
because of economic status, cultural background, or 
age, would not likely catch and release a native or wild 
trout.
 I began thinking about an effective way to 
bring others to understand the importance of Califor-
nia's native trout while advocating "catching and 
releasing" wild or native trout rather than measuring a 
fishing experience by getting the first, the biggest, or 
the most fish. I discovered Trout in the Classroom 
Program and became certified to obtain trout eggs 
from hatcheries, raise them, then release the fry in 
local waters. With the combined knowledge and abili-
ties of both certificates, I established Man in Waders 
as a “not for profit” educational venture to build 
public awareness and involvement in protecting water 
resources and trout habitats.  Thus far, I have devel-
oped two programs and am in the process of design-
ing a third.
 The first program is speaking to others about 
the California Heritage Trout Challenge and sharing 
my experiences on earning a certificate.  I don’t guide, 
rather my goal is to help anglers make a plan and to 

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

accompany them in catching and releasing California 
native trout.  Using R-Ranch in Johnsondale, CA as a 
base camp, I put fly fishers onto three indigenous 
trout – California Golden,  Little Kern Golden, and 
Kern River Rainbow.
 The second program is Trout in the 
Class/H2O Stewards. I am currently providing the 
kids at  the Boys and Girls Club in Canoga Park, CA 
a classroom experience of hatching trout eggs from 
Fillmore Trout Hatchery.  I also lead activities where 
students experience first-hand the value of aquatic 
environments and learn the balance that must be met 
to maintain and preserve California's fisheries and 
aquatic habitats.
 Trout in the Class/H2O Stewards Program 
consists of four core topics including water quantity 
and quality, sources of water, the importance of water 
for consumption, transportation, and  recreation  
(i.e., fly fishing), and water conservation. These topics 
are presented over 10 weeks starting in mid February. 
Each week, we have fun activities related to raising 
trout in an aquarium while learning the importance 
of water as a key renewable resource, if we conserve it, 
use it wisely, and protect its’ quality.
 Santa Clarita Casting Club has partnered 
with me in the last session to contribute their time in 
demonstrating casting a fly line, tying flies, and 
talking about bugology. At the conclusion of the 
program, the kids release their trout fry into a local 
stream or lake and participate in conservation efforts 
at the chosen waters that will become home to the 
trout they raised.  One conservation effort is partici-
pating in World Water Monitoring Day created by 
Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, 
Va.) and International Water Association (IWA; 
London, England).  This jointly coordinated program 
is where kids all over the world conduct basic moni-
toring of local water bodies and submit their results 
to a world-wide database.
 I am also developing a third program focused 
on helping anglers become "citizen scientists" and 
build a public image of a fly fisher in waders as an 
icon to water conservation as Smokey Bear is to fire 
protection.  California is in a long-term water crisis. 

Climate change, environmental constraints, limited 
water storage capacity, regional competition for 
resources, increasing demand, and wasteful practices 
have combined to put California's water supply in 
great jeopardy. Trout, salmon and steelhead require 
clean, cold water to survive, but decades of misman-
agement and neglect have caused all California trout 
and salmon species to decline. Trout in our waters 
have become today's canaries in the coal mine.
 Fly Fishing Clubs can join the ranks of other 
citizen scientists by observing changing conditions 
and testing water quality of trout habitats. Man in 
Waders seeks to motivate and organize clubs to 
observe and collect information about seasonal 
changes in trout ecosystems. Using Water Environ-
ment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) and Interna-
tional Water Association (IWA; London, England 
water testing kits and data collection methods estab-
lished by USA National Phenology Network, Man in 
Waders will  create a place for anglers to enter, store, 
and share their observations.
 Partnering clubs will be able to post the infor-
mation on their websites. My goal is to connect 
anglers globally and make the information collected 
available to support a wide range of decisions made 
by citizens, managers, scientists, and policy makers. 
To further this goal, the data will be distributed to 
and made available on maps through                     
Water Environment Federation at 
www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/ and from the 
USA National Phenology Network 
www.usanpn.org/about.

[R. (Rudy) Nicolas Brown, AICP is a Zoning Adminis-
trator with the City of Los Angeles Planning Depart-
ment. In this management level position, he conducts 
public hearings and makes determinations on condi-
tional use permits, variances, zone variances, and 
other discretionary land use applications. He is also a 
Director's designee on current and comprehensive 
planning matters.]
 

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.

The Leader’s Line
Hardy Tyson, President
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promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

continued on page 5

continued from page 3

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.



The Flyline - May 2012 Page 5

     Our tentative schedule for upcoming general meet-
ing speakers and events is listed below.

June 2012   Freddie Rameriz
   Three Kings River

August 2012  Club Picnic

September 2012  Hardy Tyson
   Fly-fishing Adventure

October 2012  Greg Vinci
   California Trout Highway —
   Fly Fishing the Highway 395
   Corridor

November 2012  Chuck Newmyer
   Alaska - Saltry Lake

December 2012  Feastival

January 2013  TBA

February 2013  “Matuka Joe” Contaldi
   Fly-fishing Tactics in the
   Eastern Sierra

March 2013  Gary Borger

     If you have suggestions for future speakers or you 
would like to do a club presentation yourself, please 
drop me a line and we’ll discuss it.
     You can contact me, Allen Bell, at (760) 371-1133 
or email me at Fly_Addict@hotmail.com

promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

continued from page 4

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.

Up Around The Bend
Allen Bell, Programs
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Lookin’ good for the start of an exciting day!!!

Happy is the day when the stockers are big!!!

promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

iver of Crushed Dreams

     As I do from time to time, I start thinking of a place 
I love to fish.  The time of year gets right and memo-
ries of great fishing days cause a need to fish certain 
places.  This weekend was to be one of those trips.  I’m 
off to the Kern to fish one of my favorites.  As usual, 
I’m dreaming of the perfect flows, crystal clear waters, 
filled with lots of nice fish. Saturday morning couldn’t 
come fast enough. Things were looking good as I 
made my way up the hill and to the Kern.

  When I arrived in Kernville, it was still early and 
cold.  I decided to hit a well know stocker spot to 
warm up and get into the groove before I made it to 
the real spot I wanted to fish.   As I parked, I looked 
over to check out the river.  Something is wrong here.  
From across the road, I could just tell, something, I 
couldn’t really tell what, but something isn’t right 
here.  The water doesn’t look right.  It looks higher 
than it has been….and darker than it should.  Oh 
man,  I’ve seen this too many times.  Be all wound up 
to fish the Kern only to get here and the river is mud 
soup.   River of crushed dreams!!!!   So much for bright 
sunrises, beautiful weather.  What difference does any 
of that make now.  You can’t fish mud.  continued on page 7

    As I sat there finishing my coffee, I thought I might 
as well gear up and give it a go anyway. A couple of the 
crossings I need to make may be a bit dicey, but at 
least I’ll be able to say I tried before I take it all off and 
head into Cheryls for breakfast.  By the time I get my 
gear on and had my favorite Winston in my hand, I 
was feeling a little better. Something about having a 
fly rod in my hand always seems to brighten my 
mood. As I got to the edge of the water, it was dark, 
but not too dark. There’s still hope for the day.  The 
river crossing wasn’t too bad, actually easier than I 
thought it would be. OK, now find the trail. And 
sneak into the spot.  Stocker heaven!!  No cars parked 
here, I’m golden this morning……until I slipped into 
my spot and was shocked to see a bait guy there. Not 
just there, but RIGHT THERE.  Exactly my spot, just 
on the other side of the river. He was nice enough and 
chatty. He even offers my side open to fishing, even 
though, ”there ain’t nothing here”. Why not, I mean 
I’m here and I have been invited to share the pool.  
Fish away!!  And fish away I did. Second cast I got a 
nice 15+”  Rainbow.  Followed by 5 or 6 more carbon 
copies. Cookie cutter stockers. Just how I like it!!

    So after my bait fisher  host ‘s friends started show-
ing up, it had warmed up for me to move on to my 
spot.  I love this place.  It is a stretch of beautiful water 
and the oak groves and boulders welcome me in and 
make me feel at home.  There are also many fish living 
here. I used to have them all named, but it’s been a 

R

while since I’ve fished this water,  I will make some 
new friends.  I wasn’t expecting to meet one right 
where I needed to cross!!!  After a short chat and 
divulging a few ‘Secrets of the Kern’  I was OK to cross 
where he was fishing.  I made my way upriver to ‘The 
Spot’!!   Fishing was a little tough, but I did manage to 
hook up with a few old friends and meet some new 
ones.

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

So, I happily fished out the rest of the day. Fishing 
wasn’t what I expected it to be, but still good enough.  
The water wasn’t as clear as in my dreams, but it was 
OK.   As I took off my gear and put my rod away, I was 
thinking about the day and how it all went. Nothing 
was as I had hoped. Stained water, people where I 
wanted to be.  Even bait guys sneaking into my spot 

on a bicycle (who rides a bike fishing 
nowadays??!!) but that’s fishing.  Some-
times it just doesn’t go as we plan.  
Starting the drive down the river and 
home, I realized, that while life or 
fishing doesn’t always conform to what 
we think it should be, that isn’t always  
a bad thing. Sometimes the changes 
turn out to make our day better.  Meet-
ing new friends, both fish and people,  
enjoying the places we revere make 
fishing the passion to me that it is. It 
occurred to me that the only one that 
can crush my dreams is me.   

Blue Skies and Fishy Flies, Allen

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.

Tippets from the Fly Addict
Allen Bell, Vice-President
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Sweet little Wild Kern Rainbows

promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

iver of Crushed Dreams

     As I do from time to time, I start thinking of a place 
I love to fish.  The time of year gets right and memo-
ries of great fishing days cause a need to fish certain 
places.  This weekend was to be one of those trips.  I’m 
off to the Kern to fish one of my favorites.  As usual, 
I’m dreaming of the perfect flows, crystal clear waters, 
filled with lots of nice fish. Saturday morning couldn’t 
come fast enough. Things were looking good as I 
made my way up the hill and to the Kern.

  When I arrived in Kernville, it was still early and 
cold.  I decided to hit a well know stocker spot to 
warm up and get into the groove before I made it to 
the real spot I wanted to fish.   As I parked, I looked 
over to check out the river.  Something is wrong here.  
From across the road, I could just tell, something, I 
couldn’t really tell what, but something isn’t right 
here.  The water doesn’t look right.  It looks higher 
than it has been….and darker than it should.  Oh 
man,  I’ve seen this too many times.  Be all wound up 
to fish the Kern only to get here and the river is mud 
soup.   River of crushed dreams!!!!   So much for bright 
sunrises, beautiful weather.  What difference does any 
of that make now.  You can’t fish mud.  

continued from page 6

    As I sat there finishing my coffee, I thought I might 
as well gear up and give it a go anyway. A couple of the 
crossings I need to make may be a bit dicey, but at 
least I’ll be able to say I tried before I take it all off and 
head into Cheryls for breakfast.  By the time I get my 
gear on and had my favorite Winston in my hand, I 
was feeling a little better. Something about having a 
fly rod in my hand always seems to brighten my 
mood. As I got to the edge of the water, it was dark, 
but not too dark. There’s still hope for the day.  The 
river crossing wasn’t too bad, actually easier than I 
thought it would be. OK, now find the trail. And 
sneak into the spot.  Stocker heaven!!  No cars parked 
here, I’m golden this morning……until I slipped into 
my spot and was shocked to see a bait guy there. Not 
just there, but RIGHT THERE.  Exactly my spot, just 
on the other side of the river. He was nice enough and 
chatty. He even offers my side open to fishing, even 
though, ”there ain’t nothing here”. Why not, I mean 
I’m here and I have been invited to share the pool.  
Fish away!!  And fish away I did. Second cast I got a 
nice 15+”  Rainbow.  Followed by 5 or 6 more carbon 
copies. Cookie cutter stockers. Just how I like it!!

    So after my bait fisher  host ‘s friends started show-
ing up, it had warmed up for me to move on to my 
spot.  I love this place.  It is a stretch of beautiful water 
and the oak groves and boulders welcome me in and 
make me feel at home.  There are also many fish living 
here. I used to have them all named, but it’s been a 

while since I’ve fished this water,  I will make some 
new friends.  I wasn’t expecting to meet one right 
where I needed to cross!!!  After a short chat and 
divulging a few ‘Secrets of the Kern’  I was OK to cross 
where he was fishing.  I made my way upriver to ‘The 
Spot’!!   Fishing was a little tough, but I did manage to 
hook up with a few old friends and meet some new 
ones.

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

So, I happily fished out the rest of the day. Fishing 
wasn’t what I expected it to be, but still good enough.  
The water wasn’t as clear as in my dreams, but it was 
OK.   As I took off my gear and put my rod away, I was 
thinking about the day and how it all went. Nothing 
was as I had hoped. Stained water, people where I 
wanted to be.  Even bait guys sneaking into my spot 

on a bicycle (who rides a bike fishing 
nowadays??!!) but that’s fishing.  Some-
times it just doesn’t go as we plan.  
Starting the drive down the river and 
home, I realized, that while life or 
fishing doesn’t always conform to what 
we think it should be, that isn’t always  
a bad thing. Sometimes the changes 
turn out to make our day better.  Meet-
ing new friends, both fish and people,  
enjoying the places we revere make 
fishing the passion to me that it is. It 
occurred to me that the only one that 
can crush my dreams is me.   

Blue Skies and Fishy Flies, Allen

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.
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There are two more Kids' Fishing Days scheduled for 
this year.
     The next one is Saturday, May 19th at the Mt. 
Whitney Hatchery. See pg.10 for more info.
      The last one is September 13th-16th in Mammoth 
Lakes. See pg.11 for additional information.
   Our club has been asked to participate by helping 
the kids with fly-fishing and fly-tying. We have partici-
pated in the past and it has been a lot of fun. There 
will be more information at meetings along with 
sign–up sheets.
  You can also contact either John Linder @ 
drjlinder@outdrs.net or Chuck Newmyer @ 
hisifly@iwvisp.com for additional information or to 
sign-up.

n a family-backpacking trip in the Sierras 
many years ago, on a lazy afternoon, I was 

walking with my children around Charlotte Lake. 
There were no fish rising. The water was crystal clear. 
You couldn’t even see a fish in the water. As a kid at 
my grandfathers farm pond, I used to catch grasshop-
pers cut their wings so they couldn’t fly and throw 
them in the pond and watch the bass nail them (circle 
of life, right?). I wanted to show my children this same 
response in trout. So I told them what to expect and 
proceeded to catch a grasshopper. I took its wings off 
and threw it in the lake. A half a dozen trout material-
ized, apparently from nowhere, competing for the 
terrestrial. I was gratified with the trout’s response. 
My children on the other hand, less impressed that 
what happened was as I said it would, both chastised 
me that I, as a mechanical engineer, should be able to 
tie a grasshopper pattern whose legs kicked in the 
water so it would attract the trout as a natural does.  

promised at the April general meeting that I 
would include in this months newsletter a com-

plete description of the differences in benefits 
between a Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) “Charter 
Club” and an “Affiliate Club.”  Below is a reprint of 
what the Southwest Council of the FFF sent me:  

Benefits for Charter Club

501(c)(3) Status - Classified as a subsidiary of the FFF 
and would fall under the FFF's established 501(c)(3) 
umbrella.

Legal Support - Receive free legal support by the FFF's 
legal counsel.

Conservation Grants - May apply annually for grants 
from the FFF for conservation projects. Contact FFF 
Conservation department  for information and appli-
cation procedures. Available at a low cost are Catch & 
Release booklets (freshwater and saltwater). Also avail-
able for purchase are the Whitlock Vibert Boxes for 
club conservation activities.

Education - Check with our FFF Education depart-
ment for current offers available. Items are offered at 
low or discounted cost to our Charter Clubs. Some 
items that have been donated to the FFF for educa-
tional purposes are announced in the FFF ClubWire 
(e-mail newsletter) and also the Flyfisher magazine. 
Below is a list of previous and current offerings to our 
clubs.
• Rod & Reel Loaner Program
• Tying Equipment Loaner Program
• Float Tubes  • Fly Lines
• Tying Materials • Hooks
• Fly Casting Instructors Handbook

O

Flyfisher Magazine - The club's FFF contact person 
will receive the FFF's quarterly magazine. The club 
will also be added to the FFF Council's newsletter list 
to receive more localized news on special events and 
projects.

FFF Councils - Regional Councils provide support 
and advice, in addition to a network of clubs, retail 
shops and individual members to address problems 
common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed with a link to the 
clubs web site if they provide that information. Indi-
viduals can join the FFF as well as locate an FFF club 
to join by searching this web page.

ClubWire - This is a monthly e-mail newsletter put 
together specifically for our club newsletter editors. 
However, any of the club officers may request to be 
added to the e-mail list by contacting ClubWire 
Editor. The ClubWire provides news items, humor-
ous articles, book and DVD reviews, FFF conserva-
tion reports and FFF announcements on promotions 
and current happenings. All items may be re-printed 
as long as they give proper credit for each article.

Savings - Clubs may purchase FFF merchandise and 
educational booklets at wholesale prices for resale. 
Contact our Merchandise department for specific 
costs on any of the merchandise seen in our shopping 
area of the the web site.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
Regional and National FFF awards, given annually in 
recognition of outstanding conservation and educa-
tion efforts. FFF Awards List

Benefits for Affiliate Clubs

Conservation Grants - Clubs may apply annually for 
grants from the FFF for conservation projects. 
Education - Access to tying materials, rods and reels 
to be used in club activities on a loaner basis. There 
are many programs your club can get involved in.

Flyfisher Magazine - An Affiliate Club receives the 
FFF magazine Flyfisher - also included on their FFF 
Councils newsletter mail list.

FFF Councils - Regional FFF Councils provide 
support and advise, in addition to a network of clubs, 
retail shops and individual members to address prob-
lems common to an entire area.

FFF Web Site - Each club is listed (no link) on the 
FFF web site which helps both the club and the FFF 
grow.

ClubWire - monthly newsletter. Designed for club 
newsletter editors with fill in articles and FFF 
announcements.

Awards - Clubs and their members are eligible for 
regional and national FFF awards, given yearly in 
recognition of outstanding conservation & educa-
tion efforts.

 Affiliate clubs may function independently of 
the FFF and are free to pursue their own specific goals 
within the general guidelines of the FFF By-Laws.

 The reason this issue is being brought up is 
that the Board is considering taking advantage of the 
cost break that the Federation of Fly Fishers Board of 
Directors has offered in order to become a 501 (c)(3) 
organization in addition to the other benefits listed.  
On February 20, 2012 the Executive Committee of 

the Federation of Fly Fishers voted to extend a 
discount program described below to any club, new 
or affiliate that joins the Federation of Fly Fishers as 
a Charter Club.  
 Allow the Affiliate Clubs to convert to a 
Charter Club with a sliding scale for new members 
coming into the Federation as a result.  The sliding 
scale would be as follows:
1st Year $20.00
2nd Year $30.00
3rd Year $35.00 or the normal rate whatever it 
may be at that time.
 The steps I envision needing to be imple-
mented by Aguabonita might include the following: 
1. Change the bylaws to require new members fees to 
include the cost of FFF membership
2. Encourage current members to join the FFF using 
the above-mentioned sliding scale
3. If a current member for any reason does not want 
to the join the FFF, their membership could continue 
with Aguabonita as it currently exists with no change 
in service from Aguabonita.  
4. There would be an apparent change in the official 
Aguabonita Membership list. Those who are or 
choose to become FFF members would be listed as 
“Aguabonita Members.” Those who choose to not 
become FFF members would have to be listed differ-
ently. I’m not sure at this point what that level of 
membership would be called.  
 The last thing I want is for any member to feel 
alienated or mistreated.  I have always been proud of 
our club because we offer such a quality organization 
at an affordable cost. Entering this program and 
staying on track to become a Charter Club would 
benefit our club substantially. This issue will be 
discussed at the May Board meeting, which any 
member is invited to.  I would appreciate feedback on 
this issue especially from non-FFF members. Send 
emails to hardyandlori@verizon.net.

Hook:
Thread:

Tail:

Butt and Body:
Wings:
Hackle:

Dry Fly Size 6-12
Black
Red Hackle Fibers
or Red Dear Hair
Yellow Yarn
Mottled Turkey Quill Segments
Brown and Grizzly, Mixed

Materials for Joe’s Hopper

Joe’s Hopper

I’m still working on that (I’m thinking a bi-metallic 
spring might work). The next best thing is a Joe’s 
Hopper.

Kids’ Fishing Days

Other Club News!!!
Fly Plate Raffle

Tale of the Fly
Hardy Tyson, President

     Phil Dixon has donated a club members fly plate 
to the club. He won this at the 2003 banquet. This fly 
plate is going to be used to raise funds for the Friends 
of the Mt. Whitney Hatchery. There will be 100 
tickets sold at $5 each.  The fly plate will be displayed 
at the May meeting and tickets will be available.

     It's time to start thinking about recycling monofila-
ment. The Berkeley Company has a program for 
recycling monofilament and we are collecting it to 
send to them. If you still have those old spinning 
outfits the monofilament is probably shot. Also, when 
you are out fishing, take a few minutes to look around 
(especially in those parking areas) for pieces of mono-
filament and bring it to one of the club meetings.

Recycle Old Monofilament
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My drawing above illustrates the Nail Knot

PLACEDATE LEVEL OF EFFORT WHAT TO EXPECT

TROY MEADOWSMAY 12TH MINIMAL WALKING GOLDEN TROUT

COTTONWOOD LAKESJULY 14TH SERIOUS HIKING GOLDEN TROUT

ONION VALLEY LAKESAUGUST 11TH STRENUOUS HIKING BROOK AND
RAINBOW TROUT

FERN LAKESEPTEMBER 15TH SHORT BUT
STRENUOUS HIKING BROOK TROUT

PARKER LAKESEPTEMBER 16TH MODERATE HIKING BROOK AND
RAINBOW TROUT

SOUTH FORK OF THE
KERN RIVEROCTOBER 13TH A LITTLE WALKING BROOK, GOLDEN, &

RAINBOW TROUT

OWENS RIVERNOVEMBER 10TH MINIMAL WALKING BROWN AND
RAINBOW TROUT

SEPTEMBER 14TH - 16TH
WEEKEND CAMPING TRIP TO JUNE LAKE LOOP

[NOTE: THIS IS THE 3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH, A FLEX WEEKEND]

RUSH CREEK
BELOW THE DAMSEPTEMBER 14TH A LITTLE WALKING BROWN AND

RAINBOW TROUT

MAIN FORK OF THE
KERN RIVER ABOVE THE
JOHNSONDALE BRIDGE

JUNE 9TH A LITTLE WALKING RAINBOW TROUT

he next knot in my series Essential Knots for 
Flyfishing - this month is the Nail Knot. Last 

month was the Arbor Knot connecting the backing to 
the reel.  The next essential knot on our way to the fly 
is the nail knot connecting the backing to the fly line.  
In my drawing the fly line is represented by the dark 
line and the backing by the silhouetted line. The 
reason it is called a nail knot is that a nail or similar 
tool is used to make room to push the tag end of the 
backing back through the loops. I’ve actually used my 

T

forceps instead of a nail because you can literally grab 
the tag end and pull it through the wraps. Once 
you’ve pulled the knot tight and trimmed the ends an 
application of Loon Outdoors “Knot Sense” is a good 
idea. This product makes the knot stronger and 
smooths the knot so that it will pull through the 
guides (I am always hopeful that a fish I catch will be 
big enough to get into the backing).

Tip of the Month
Hardy Tyson

Club Outings for 2012
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   High Sierra Flyfisherman – Chuck has some 
inventory left over from his shop. Included are some 
fly-tying materials (including hooks), flies (dries, 
nymphs, streamers, and terrestrials), rod building 
components, and leaders and tippet materials. 20% to 
50% off to club members. To set up meeting at club 
house, can contact Chuck at (760) 375-1126 or 
hisifly@iwvisp.com..

   Sierra Fisherman Magazine – The Sierra Fisher-
man is now publishing classified ads. Sell your old 
stuff and use the money to buy new stuff. Ad prices:
Photo & 15 words  $25.00
Photo & 30 words  $35.00
Send ad information to: sales@sierrafisherman.com

    The next fly-tying session will be Saturday, May 
12th from 9:30am to noon at the Aquabonita's class-
room, 145B Panament Street. This will be an open 
tying session for those members that are not involved 
in the Club's outing to Fish Creek and wish to partici-
pate in this tying session.
   The support provided to the "Stripping for the 
Cure" group was a success with the forwarding of our 
contribution to them earlier this month. The follow-
ing tiers contributed to this cause: Chuck Newmyer, 
Bob Ziezler, John Linder, Oscar Felsen, Lew Albright, 
Mel Tooker.
   As always, these fly-tying sessions are open to all. 
You don't have to tie flies either, just come on in and 
kibitz or listen to the fish stories; maybe swap a few of 
your own.
    This is also an opportunity for you to have access to 
the clubs’ library.
    For further questions, contact: Oscar Felsen at 
(760) 446-7103 or email felsenjo@verizon.net

he month of May has too many other activities 
going on to be able to work in any classes. In 
June there are two weekends available.

    The first weekend, June 2nd and 3rd, would be 
available for either a fly-tying class or a fly-fishing class.

    The second weekend, June 9th and 10th is a flex 
weekend so it would be good for a rod building class. 
This would also include an introductory session on 
Wednesday, May 16th, to talk about what goes on in 
the class and provides enough time for those who 
want to build a rod to get their components together.
 
     Sign-up sheets and details on the classes will be 
available at the monthly meetings or you can contact 
Chuck at (760) 375-1126 or hisifly@iwvisp.com.

T
On the Hook
Oscar Felsen, Weekend Fly-Tying

Hooked on Fly Fishing
Chuck Newmyer, Education

Classified Section
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Rio Grande Bow!!!

his isn’t just another “big fish” photo 
op…..there is a long history (well….24 years!)  
of fishing the headwaters of the Rio Grande 

out of Creede, CO.  Along with this history, a great 
lesson has been learned – slot limits/catch and release 
seem to really work!
    You first must know that we were living in Albu-
querque, NM 24 years ago with the mighty, MUDDY, 
Rio Grande flowing through – I wouldn’t wet a line 
or dip a toe in that water!  My husband and a friend 
decided to fish “the Rio” up by Creede, for once (and 
I believe only time), I declined a fishing trip!  
  Well, Denny was 
like a six year old 
with his first bike 
when he returned.  
All he could say 
was “you won’t 
believe it’s the 
same river”!  For 
those of you who 
have travelled the 
area east out of 
Pagosa Springs, 
CO, you’ll remem-
ber the beauty of 
the country and 
the valley south of 
Creede is breath-
taking.  
   “The Rio” is not 
a huge river, has lots of public access, gorgeous 
browns and rainbows and a Green Drake Hatch in 
early July that is second to none!   This will be our 
24th year fishing July 2nd, 3rd and 4th with Duran-
glers (you’d think they would be tired of us by 
now!).  
   Twenty-four years ago the average sized  fish was 
in the 14” range; soon it was in the 16” range and 
then I remember our friend, Mikey, catching an 
18” rainbow which was a MONSTER!  I landed 

T this beautiful 22” rainbow last July on a small Para-
chute Adams – what a prize!
    It’s great to land a nice fish but, again, it’s the 
history and most of all friendships that make this a 
much anticipated trip each year.  We’ve watched these 
fish “grow up” – what a great lesson.
     If you find yourself in southern Colorado and look-
ing for a great place to fish, call Duranglers (Durango, 
CO).  They know all the waters, large and small, from 
Durango to Creede and they’re always glad to help.
    Was not sure that a “long distance” member would 
have fish stories of interest  but perhaps someone is 

thinking of Colorado and this 
might further entice you to 
broaden your fishing horizons – 
it’s a beautiful state with some 
incredible water!
  
Best,
Ellen Dailey

The Lure of the Rio Grande
Ellen Dailey
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 Trash, from monofilament to old bait 
containers, will be picked up from Rush Creek, Silver 
Lake and down the canyon as far as Grant Lake by 
member club representatives of the Southwest Coun-
cil Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) on Saturday, June 
23rd. The Sixth Annual Rush Creek Cleanup is slated 
for 8 a.m.-noon, according to Joe Lemire, a member 
of the Streamborn Fly Fishing Club and SWC FFF 
representative. Silver Lake Resort in the June Lake 
loop will provide a free barbeque lunch following the 
cleanup. Volunteers will pick up and dispose of trash 
along an approximately five-mile stretch of the eastern 
Sierra along the shoreline of Silver Lake and Rush 
Creek from the power plant above Silver Lake down 
the canyon to Grant Lake. “We’ve previously filled as 
many as 60 trash bags on our Rush Creek cleanup; 
this year we expect to haul out 30 to 40,” Lemire said.

 Club volunteers are expected to carry out cool-
ers, sun glasses, broken bottles, automobile hub caps, 
hundreds of feet of fishing line, hooks, lures and 
bobbers that are a death trap to wildlife.  If enough 
volunteers show up this year, the cleanup can 
continue down the canyon and impact the environ-
ment as far as the Gull Lake area.
 Anglers who will be in the area and want to 
volunteer should meet at the Silver Lake boat ramp at 
8 a.m.; bring gloves, hat, sun screen, trash pick-up 
sticks, boots and waders if you have them. Trash bags 
will be provided by Silver Lake Resort.
 For information, contact Lemire at 
jflx8@dslextreme.com or phone 909-609-1101.

Sixth Annual Rush Creek Cleanup
Saturday, June 23rd, 2012

Rush Creek, Silver Lake Resort, June Lake Loop, CA
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he book for the monthly silent auction for the 
May meeting will be "Hatch Guide For West-
ern Streams" by Jim Schollmeyer.

 
   The purpose of this guide is to identify the major 
hatches of Western streams and provide basic back-
ground information about these insects - their habits 
and habitats, the fly patterns that match the naturals 
and techniques to fish them effectively.
 
Minimum bid: $14

T

“Ties and Lies” Fly-tying
on April 14th
        Images Courtesy of Bob Zeisler

Book of the Month
“Silent Auction”
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   After a few rough patches, the eggs seem to be doing 
fine. The classes are participating in their trout life 
cycle studies.

  We have a schedule for the field trips when classes 
will release their fish:
 
May 11th  Pierce School  (three classes)
May 16th  Tehachapi  (two classes)
May 18th  Charter  (one class)
May 22nd  Richmond  (two classes)
May (TBD)  Independence  (one class)
May (TBD)  Faller   (three classes)
 
 
   Tehachapi will release their fish on the Kern River 
in Kernville. Independence will release their fish in 
Independence Creek. All other release will be in Lone 
Pine Creek.
 
   As always we could really use some help with these 
outings. A minimum of two people per trip is needed.  
Give me a call if you can help. If you can�t make the 
trip out of town but are available to help clean-up gear 
after the fish are harvested from the aquariums that 
would be appreciated as well.

Jay’s cell number: (760) 608-3104

FLY RODS:
 1. G. Loomis 7'9" 2wt
 2. Fisher          8'6" 3/4wt
 3. Sage            9'0" 4wt
 4. Fisher          9'0" 6wt
 5. Fisher          8'6" 5/6wt
 6. Fisher          8'0" 6/7wt
 7. Fisher          9'6" 7/8wt
 8. Fisher          9'0" 10wt
 9. Sage            9'0" 5wt
 10. G. Loomis     8’0" 3wt
 11. Winston 8’6” 6wt
 12. Cortland      8’0" 5/6wt
 13. Powell     9’0” 5/6wt
 14. St. Croix 9’0” 6/7wt
 15. St. Croix 9’0” 3wt

FLY REELS & LINE:
 1. Berkley  DT2F
 2. Cortland DT3F
 3. Cortland DT4F
 4. Cortland DT5F
 5. Cortland DT6F
 6. Cortland WF7F
 7. Cortland WF9F
 8. STH  10 F/S

WADERS:
 1. 2 pair  Size-10
 2. 1 pair  Size-14

    Presently, all rods and reels are located at the club 
classroom, 145B Panament Street. To check out a rod 
or reel, call Lew Albright at (760) 375-8725. The club 
requires a nominal fee of $5.00. The money will be 
used for maintenance of the equipment.
   When you check out a rod or reel, please return the 
item as soon as possible so other club members may 
use them too. If you break a rod or reel, let Lew know 
so that it can be repaired.

Aguabonita Flyfishers
Rod & Reel Inventory

Trout in the Classroom
Jay Crawford, TIC Coordinator
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President
    Hardy Tyson  (760) 375-2175

Vice-President
    Allen Bell   (760) 371-1133

Secretary
    Dave Calvert  (760) 793-8026

Treasurer
    Steve Garrison  (760) 375-3192

Director (2-Year)
    Dave DeKruger  (760) 384-8760

Director (1-Year)
    Jeremy Hale  (615) 294-0206

Webmaster
    Jim Hoover   (760) 371-2149

Weekend Fly Tying
    Oscar Felsen  (760) 446-7103

“The Flyline” Editor
    Neal Barry   (760) 301-2098

Banquet Chairman 1
    Bob Smith   (760) 375-7578

Conservation Chairman
    Karl Zellner   (760) 499-6361

Membership Chairman
    Don Winter  (760) 375-7948

Banquet Chairman 2
    Karl Zellner   (760) 499-6361

Education Chairman
    Chuck Newmyer  (760) 375-1126

Programs
    Allen Bell   (760) 371-1133

Club Equipment
    Lew Albright  (760) 375-8725

Club Library
    Fred Freiberg   (760) 371-1033

Trout In the Classroom
    Jay Crawford  (760) 375-8275

Youth Coordinator
    John Linder  (760) 377-5750

Publicity
    Gary Davis   (760) 377-3357

Director SWC FFF
    Jim Hoover   (760) 371-2149

"They say you forget your
troubles on a trout stream,
but that's not quite it.
What happens is that you
begin to see where your
troubles fit into the grand
scheme of things, and
suddenly they're just not
such a big deal anymore."
            — John Gierach

General membership
Associate membership
Youth membership
Life membership
One time initiation fee

$  20.00
$    5.00
$    5.00
$200.00
$  10.00

   General membership meetings are held at 7:30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month at the Ridgecrest 
United Methodist Church (RUMC) Fellowship Hall 
(639 N. Norma St., Ridgecrest, CA). Everyone is 
welcome to attend! Our meetings feature guest 
speaker presentations, brief club news, refreshments, 
a raffle and a silent book auction.

   The Board of Directors usually meet at 7:00pm on 
the last Tuesday of each month. The board meetings 
are held at the club classroom located at 145B Pana-
ment Street and are open to anyone with agenda 
items to share. To be placed on the next meeting’s 
agenda, please send your request to Dave Calvert at 
dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com

Board of Directors
and other Club Officers

Monthly Club Meeting

Annual Cost for Membership

Board of Directors Meeting
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New Moon
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May 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Full Moon

Last Quarter

First Quarter

Memorial Day
Holiday

Crater NP
Created 1902

Glacier NP
Created 1910

Board of
Directors
Meeting

7:00pm

“Ties & Lies”
Fly-tying Session

Club Outing
Troy Meadows

Kids Fishing Day
Mt. Whitney

Fish Hatchery

Golden Trout
Stakeholders

Meeting

Deadline for
June

Newsletter!!!

Monthly
Club Meeting
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Rod Building
Class Meeting

7:00pm

Goodies for the
May Club Meeting

— Karl Zellner —

Goodies for the
June Club Meeting

— Clyde Hazen —
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Setting up for the 2011 Kids Fishing Day
held at the Mt. Whitney Fish Hatchery

   Annual California Golden Trout Stakeholders 
Meeting - This meeting will take place on May 3rd 
in Rancho Cordova, California. The meeting will 
start at 8:30am and will report any new activities 
and review accomplishments for the 2011 field 
season. The meeting will also review the Strategy 
Table to discuss any proposed activities, as identi-
fied in the table, for the 2012 season. The public 
portion of the meeting will adjourn at 12:30pm. At 
1:30pm the agency managers will convene to 
discuss the budget and any other issues.

Upcoming Events
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Ridgecrest, California 93556

The Aguabonita Flyfishers are dedicated to the conservation of fisheries, waters, watersheds, and the enhancement 
of fly fishing with the participation of its membership through educational outreach programs to local schools and 
the surrounding community, county, state, and national level projects. The Aguabonita Flyfishers are an equal 
opportunity club without discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, age, religion or sexual orientation.

The Aguabonita Flyfishers is an affiliated club of the Federation of Flyfishers (FFF) and its affiliate, the Southwest 
Council of the Federation of Flyfishers (SWC FFF). The Aguabonita Flyfishers is also affiliated with California 
Trout (CalTrout) and Trout Unlimited (TU).

“The Flyline” newsletter and its written content, photos, and graphics are copyrighted by the Aguabonita Flyfishers 
unless so noted within the body of the newsletter. No part of the “The Flyline” newsletter may be reproduced in part 
or its entirety or modified by any individual or organization without the express written approval of the Board of 
Directors of the Aguabonita Flyfishers; P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, California 93556.
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eware of Monos Filamus Reptilius!!!

One of the great rewards of fly-fishing is the 
beautiful places we travel to. Whether it’s a river, lake, 
stream, ocean or just a farm pond, we generally end 
up finding a beautiful place to cast a line.
 Sometimes though, that beauty is ruined by 
thoughtless anglers or other individuals. Many a 
fishing spot has been spoiled by countless styrofoam 
bait containers and fish carcasses, egg and powerbait 
jars and plastic bags, snack wrappers and diapers, and 
some things not worth mentioning.
 There’s one sign though, that often goes unno-
ticed. It could be on the ground, in the bushes, in the 
water, and even in the trees. Yes, you got it, the 
dreaded, man-made, Monos Filamus Reptilius. It can 
grow to huge lengths and often times is found in 
tangled gobs. I’ve even found it mating with other 
Monos Filamus species and spawning bigger gobs. On 
occasion, my feet and/or rod tip have been entangled 

B

in this stuff. What’s worse, you often don’t see it 
unless the lighting conditions are just right and you’re 
looking for it
 What is Monos Filamus Reptilius? It’s just a 
made-up name for fishing monofilament. Normally 
it’s deposited on the ground by bait and lure fisher-
man, but even a careless flyfisher can leave some 
tippet and leader material where it doesn’t belong.
 So when you’re out fishing or exploring and you 
come across a gob of this stuff, pick it up and bring it 
to the next club meeting. All the mono that we collect 
will be sent to the Berkeley Corporation for recycling.
     
Thank You and tight lines!!!
Neal

The Editor’s Spool
Neal Barry
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Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers:
To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing

To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters

To provide assistance to club members to help them become more
effective fly fishermen and to promote the fellowship of the membership

To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds

To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen
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