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Our guest speaker this month is Andrew Skaggs 
from CalTrout. Andrew has worked with Cali-
fornia Trout and the Inyo-Mono Integrated 

Regional Water Management Program in Mammoth 
Lakes, CA as the watershed and outreach coordinator 
since 2012. Andrew serves as a project manager for a 

Lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT) restoration project 
in the Walker Basin and has been actively involved 
with native trout restoration, alpine meadow monitor-
ing and restoration, and environmental education 
throughout the eastern Sierra Nevada.
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Students discovering aquatic insects!!

The Last Available
Date Is

**Friday, May 1st**

reetings!
  
 As I write, the general trout season is set to 

open this Saturday, also known as “Fishmas” in the 
Eastern Sierra. The annual boon for the merchants 
who cater to throngs of fisherman that descend or 
should I say ascend from the low lands to catch their 
limit. This also means more water will be open to 
those who prefer to cast flies.
 Lew has had his hands full with TIC and can 
certainly use the help of anyone who has some time 
to. May 16th is the Kids Free Fishing day at the Mt, 
Whitney Hatchery, an awesome place to spend a day 
and share some fly fishing knowledge. June 27th is the 
TroutFest at the Hot Creek Hatchery, last year’s event 
was the very well attended and the club was there 
tying flies, teaching about bugs, and pitching in with 
the many kids activities. 
 At April’s meeting we watched a very interesting 
video on entomology provided by Fred. At our May 
meeting the speaker will be from Cal Trout, sure to be 
interesting. 
 Our trip on May 9th will be to fish McGee Creek 
and Convict Creek. From the opener, April 25th, 
until May 22 these waters are limited to single barb-
less hooks. There is camping available at McGee camp 
ground and if there is interest, I will reserve a tent site 
for the club. 
 
 My thanks to all who support our club!
 R/s, Dale

  
  
            

G here’s one more volunteer opportunities for 
SEEP (Sand Canyon Environmental Educa-
tion Program) in May at the Aquatic Station.

 If you want to become familiar with Aquatic Ento-
mology to improve your fly selection skills to catch 
fish this is the place to be. We educate 3rd and 4th 
Graders from local schools at a field laboratory using 
the scientific method. Aquatic macro-invertebrates 
are identified and recorded. We meet in Sand Canyon 
at 0800 and set up tables, canopies and scopes. Class-
es start at 0900 and end at 1400 with a bring your 
lunch break. It is very exciting to see these students 
discover the Aquatic world in the outdoors.
 Contact John Linder; Cell (714) 222-5142 or 
e-mail: drjlinder@outdrs.net

T

The Leader’s Line
Dale Harper, President

Outreach Opportunities
“Dr. John” Linder, Youth Education
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Our new Beastie!!

 couple weeks ago a friend called and told me 
he saw some strange bugs on the Upper 
Kern.  He was amazed at how big these things 

were.  He had no idea what they were….But, I did!!!  
Pteronarcys Califonica, Salmonflies!!!  The hatch of 
hatches!! I was excited, but reserved. Many times I 
have tried to time the 
emergence and 
missed.  These big 
stoneflies hang 
around for a while, 
two to three weeks, 
and are on the water 
more at the end than 
the beginning, but I 
still like to catch them 
at the very start.   
 I called Shane to 
try and set up a trip. It 
didn’t take a great deal 
of convincing and 
Shane was aboard.  
We meet at the bridge 
and ride at dawn.   
Well, we would leave at what passes for dawn with us, 
around 8:00. Oh, and there isn’t much riding 
involved, we walked at 8:00, hey, that’s as close as I 
ever get to ride at dawn, who cares, we are searching 
for Pteronarcys!!
 It was a nice walk, I am thankful to be able to 
make that hike again. I saw water I liked to fish, so we 
decided to get down there and start fishing. It wasn’t 
long until Shane was yelling about fish coming up to 

Tippets From the Fly Addict
Allen Bell

take his dry. That is always good news. I started slowly, 
which is kind of normal, but soon I was into a nice 
fish, these are all wild Rainbows, spunky and beauti-
ful.  
 All the sudden, I heard Shane yell for me. He had 
just walked up to a rock that a Salmonfly was emerg-

ing on. He just missed 
the bug leaving its 
former home. The first 
thing I noticed was 
that these insects 
aren’t that bright 
orange they are so well 
known for when they 
come out. They are the 
light brown color they 
are in their nymphal 
stage. We watched our 
new friend walk 
around for a while and 
he soon started becom-
ing more colorful. We 
started looking and 
found that there were 

many of his friends around. We had hit the mother 
lode.
 I had an almost realistic sized fly, but I have anoth-
er pattern I tie just for this occasion.  I call it Pterona-
cys Rex. I tie it in size-10. That’s way to small, but the 
fish take it better than they take the real sized one. As 
the sun came up and the day warmed, fishing 
improved in a big way. We were both taking fish on 

both the dry and nymphs under these huge dry flies. 
Nothing really big, but we both were into some nice 
fish for this water.
 As we fished the day away, the fish started getting 
bigger and a little more often. I had one of those fish 
you don’t soon forget attack my dry. As luck would 
have it, Shane just happened to be looking up when 
the fish took my fly. I guess the best place to catch a 
fish is right in front of a friend. This wasn’t the 
normal Rainbow. This was a Brown. Better, it was a 

sixteen inch Brown. Not a common catch here. That 
made my day and surely made the hike out much 
easier.
 Too soon, it was time to begin the long walk out 
of this beautiful place. We didn’t talk much on our 
way back to the truck. Shane doesn’t get to fish nearly 
enough and I’m sure he was savoring  the time he was 
able to spend on the water. As for me, I don’t get to 
spend enough time with Shane, I was savoring the 
time I got to spend with my friend. Sometimes I think 
we get to into what we are doing and forget whom we 
are with and where we are. It was fun to catch a nice 
fish, it was also fun seeing those magnificent orange 
bugs. It was definitely the most fun spending an after-
noon with my friend!!!

 Blue Skies and Fishy Flies….Allen

continued on page 4
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The beauty of the Kern in the morning!!

My catch of the day!!

“Pteronarcys Rextreme” in a Size-6!!

 couple weeks ago a friend called and told me 
he saw some strange bugs on the Upper 
Kern.  He was amazed at how big these things 

were.  He had no idea what they were….But, I did!!!  
Pteronarcys Califonica, Salmonflies!!!  The hatch of 
hatches!! I was excited, but reserved. Many times I 
have tried to time the 
emergence and 
missed.  These big 
stoneflies hang 
around for a while, 
two to three weeks, 
and are on the water 
more at the end than 
the beginning, but I 
still like to catch them 
at the very start.   
 I called Shane to 
try and set up a trip. It 
didn’t take a great deal 
of convincing and 
Shane was aboard.  
We meet at the bridge 
and ride at dawn.   
Well, we would leave at what passes for dawn with us, 
around 8:00. Oh, and there isn’t much riding 
involved, we walked at 8:00, hey, that’s as close as I 
ever get to ride at dawn, who cares, we are searching 
for Pteronarcys!!
 It was a nice walk, I am thankful to be able to 
make that hike again. I saw water I liked to fish, so we 
decided to get down there and start fishing. It wasn’t 
long until Shane was yelling about fish coming up to 

take his dry. That is always good news. I started slowly, 
which is kind of normal, but soon I was into a nice 
fish, these are all wild Rainbows, spunky and beauti-
ful.  
 All the sudden, I heard Shane yell for me. He had 
just walked up to a rock that a Salmonfly was emerg-

ing on. He just missed 
the bug leaving its 
former home. The first 
thing I noticed was 
that these insects 
aren’t that bright 
orange they are so well 
known for when they 
come out. They are the 
light brown color they 
are in their nymphal 
stage. We watched our 
new friend walk 
around for a while and 
he soon started becom-
ing more colorful. We 
started looking and 
found that there were 

many of his friends around. We had hit the mother 
lode.
 I had an almost realistic sized fly, but I have anoth-
er pattern I tie just for this occasion.  I call it Pterona-
cys Rex. I tie it in size-10. That’s way to small, but the 
fish take it better than they take the real sized one. As 
the sun came up and the day warmed, fishing 
improved in a big way. We were both taking fish on 

both the dry and nymphs under these huge dry flies. 
Nothing really big, but we both were into some nice 
fish for this water.
 As we fished the day away, the fish started getting 
bigger and a little more often. I had one of those fish 
you don’t soon forget attack my dry. As luck would 
have it, Shane just happened to be looking up when 
the fish took my fly. I guess the best place to catch a 
fish is right in front of a friend. This wasn’t the 
normal Rainbow. This was a Brown. Better, it was a 

sixteen inch Brown. Not a common catch here. That 
made my day and surely made the hike out much 
easier.
 Too soon, it was time to begin the long walk out 
of this beautiful place. We didn’t talk much on our 
way back to the truck. Shane doesn’t get to fish nearly 
enough and I’m sure he was savoring  the time he was 
able to spend on the water. As for me, I don’t get to 
spend enough time with Shane, I was savoring the 
time I got to spend with my friend. Sometimes I think 
we get to into what we are doing and forget whom we 
are with and where we are. It was fun to catch a nice 
fish, it was also fun seeing those magnificent orange 
bugs. It was definitely the most fun spending an after-
noon with my friend!!!

 Blue Skies and Fishy Flies….Allen

continued from page 3



The Flyline - May 2015 Page 5

 The Malibu Creek Southern Steelhead Recovery - Crayfish 
Removal Effort, could sure use “gently worn” wades for the 
volunteers that want to help. Any size would be put to good use, 
we can even pay for shipping. We’ve had up to 42 volunteers at 
a time and could sure use the waders. Our grant budget didn’t 
have a big wader budget, and working in these real brushy 
streams the waders don’t last very long.
 Please contact Debbie Sharpton at:
    debbie.sharpton@gmail.com

Are you upgrading
to newer waders?
We can use your
old ones!
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MT. WHITNEY FISH HATCHERY
KID’S FREE FISHING DAY!!

 The Friends of the Mt. Whitney Fish Hatchery 
will be holding their Kid’s Fishing Day on Saturday, 
16 May.  Aguabonita Flyfishers have been helpers at 
this event and are needed again this year. We will have 
a fly tying demonstration table, will demonstrate fly 
casting, and will assistance the kids with their casting 
and landing their trophy fish. The event will begin at 
0900 and run until noon. If you would like to partici-
pate in this annual event there will be a sign-up sheet 
at our May general meeting, or you can call or email 
Lloyd Smith ((760) 377-4542 or 
lloyd.smith@hughes.net) or Neal Barry ((760) 
301-2098 or frugalflyfisherman@gmail.com). We 
may be able to work some carpooling if desired.

MT. WHITNEY FISH HATCHERY
ANNUAL BBQ

 The Friends of the Mt. Whitney Fish Hatchery 
will be holding their annual BBQ on Thursday, 20 
August, starting at 5:00 PM. Great food along with 
raffles and music in the shade of the large trees while 
gazing over the pond full of trout. Don’t get any better 
than that!  Save the date.

Friends of the
Mt Whitney Fish Hatchery
Lloyd Smith, Club Liaison
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CDFW Puts Closures in Effect

 By now you've probably heard that on Tuesday, 
January 29, the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) closed certain coastal waters to 
fishing in order to protect native salmon and steel-
head from low water flows in California streams and 
rivers that have been significantly impacted by 
drought. CDFW is also recommending that the Fish 
and Game Commission adopt emergency regulations 
on other rivers. The lower American River down-
stream of Nimbus Dam is one of these other rivers 
currently under severe angling pressure. Chinook 
salmon redds built in the last few months have been 
dewatered; the eggs and fry from those redds will 
surely die. Additional deaths will result from inatten-
tive wading on redds that are now exposed to shallow 
water. Endangered Central Valley Steelhead are 
moving into the river and will suffer, as well.
 The Northern California Council of the Interna-
tional Federation of Fly Fishers requested emergency 
action on the lower American River, as did several 
other environmental and fishing advocates. We made 
this request in full recognition that we represent 
hundreds of anglers in Northern California and 
Nevada, and that their recreational opportunities 
would be adversely impacted. We believe this action is 
necessary, though, for the health of the wild salmon 
and steelhead in these rivers during the drought, and 
we are pleased the CDFW responded quickly. CDFW 
could not close on the American River, but has 
requested that the Fish and Game Commission take 
action.
 As fly fishers, we look forward to the lifting of 
angling restrictions when river and stream flows 
increase. At this point, fishing the coastal rivers for 
steelhead would be fruitless in any case - the flows 
have been too low to open the rivers and streams to 

the ocean. Coho are in dire straits, as one year of no 
spawning could push them toward extinction in some 
areas. Steelhead will fare better, but will also suffer 
unless we get sufficient rain to open the river mouths
 Please announce these closures at your next club 
meeting, and make it clear why they are necessary. I 
would appreciate it, too, if you would let your mem-
bers know of the NCCFFF role in requesting emer-
gency closure of the lower American River. We would 
also greatly appreciate your support of fishery conser-
vation by encouraging your club members to join us. 
We will continue to advocate for fisheries and we 
could use your support. You can join the Internation-
al Federation of Fly Fishers at http://www.fedflyfish-
ers.org/Membership.aspx; your membership auto-
matically adds you to the Northern California Coun-
cil.
 The full announcement and listing of closed 
rivers is posted on the CDFW web page at http://cdf-
gnews.wordpress.com/2014/01/29/cdfw-puts-clo-
sures-in-effect-on-some-rivers-recommends-further-c
hanges-to-the-fish-and-game-commission/.

  

SWC-IFFF
Debbie Sharpton, Conservation Chair
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Aguabonita Bug & Pony Show at the
Moccasin Creek Fish Hatchery on April 11, 2015!!

e’re taking sign-ups for our upcoming month-
ly meeting “Goody Providers.” Cookies, 
brownies, pies, cakes, you name it, club mem-

bers will be more than happy to eat whatever you 
bring. This is a perfect opportunity to bring your 
wife’s, the girlfriend’s, or the significant other’s favor-
ite dessert to share. Heck, even some of you guys can 
probably whip something up that’s probably edible. 
Worse case, head to the local bakery.
 A sign-up sheet will be available at monthly meet-
ings where you can choose which month to bring the 
goodies.

 May  Karl Zellner

 June  Lloyd Smith

 July  No Meeting

 August  Annual Club Picnic

 September  Walt Farmer

 October  TBA

 November  TBA

 December  Annual Sportsman's Feastival

W

Refreshments for our
Monthly General Meetings

Silent Book Raffle
Lew Albright

Minimum bid: $20.00
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HOT

FLY RODS:
1. Cabela’s 9’-0” 6wt 4-piece
2. Cortland      8’-0“ 5/6wt 2-piece
3. Fenwick          7’-6” 5wt 2-piece
4. Fenwick          7’-6“ 6wt 2-piece
5. Fisher          8’-6” 3/4wt 2-piece
6. Fisher          9’-0“ 6wt 4-piece
7. Fisher          8’-6” 5/6wt 4-piece
8. Fisher          8’-0“ 6/7wt 4-piece
9. Fisher          9’-6” 7/8wt 4-piece
10. Fisher          9’-0“ 10wt 4-piece
11. G. Loomis 7’-9” 2wt 4-piece
12. G. Loomis     8’-0“ 3wt 4-piece
13. Powell 9’-0” 5/6wt 4-piece
14. St. Croix 9’-0” 3wt 2-piece
15. St. Croix 9’-0” 6/7wt 4-piece
16. St. Croix 9’-0” 8/9wt 2-piece
17. St. Croix 9’-0” 9/10wt 2-piece
18. St. Croix 9’-6” 7/8wt 4-piece
19. Sage            9’-0" 4wt 4-piece
20. Sage VT2          9’-0” 5wt 4-piece
21. Sage            9’-0“ 5wt 4-piece
22. Sage 9’-0” 6wt 4-piece
23. Winston 8’-6” 6wt 2-piece
24. Winston Accent 9’-0” 4wt 4-piece

FLY REELS & LINE:
1. Berkley   DT2F
2. Cortland   DT3F
3. Cortland   DT4F
4. Cortland   DT5F
5. Cortland   DT6F
6. Cortland   WF7F
7. Cortland   WF9F
8. STH   10 F/S
9. Okuma   WF8F

    To check out a rod and/or reel, call Lew Albright at 
(760) 375-8725. The club requires a nominal fee of 
$5.00. The money will be used for maintenance of the 
equipment.

WADERS:
1. 2 pairs Size-10
2. 1 pair Size-14

he next weekend fly-tying session, “Ties & 
Lies,” will be held on Saturday, May 23rd from 
9:00am to noon. Join us at “Chuck’s Place,” 
145B Panamint Street.

 As always, these fly-tying sessions are open to all. 
If you need help or assistance to solve a tying problem, 
then plenty of assistance will be available from the 
other tiers. You don't have to tie flies either, just come 
on in and kibitz or listen to the fish stories; maybe 
swap a few of your own stories.
    This is also an opportunity for club members to 
have access to the club's library to review, check-out 
and/or return any of the books, reference material, 
VHS tapes and DVDs that are available.
 As always, if you have a question please drop me a 
line at gary_ahr@yahoo.com

T

Club Donations
 The club is looking for donations from members 
of items for the monthly meeting raffles. If you have 
items in good condition that are just taking up space 
please consider donating them to the club. The items 
do not have to be fly fishing related. You can bring 
them to a board meeting, a general monthly meeting, 
or contact one of the board members for pickup. 
These donations go a long way to help the club raise 
needed funds to support its various efforts, including 
Trout in the Classroom, the Youth Program, our 
conservation projects, and much more.

Aguabonita Flyfishers
Rod & Reel Inventory

On the Hook
Gary Ahr Sr., Weekend Fly-Tying
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President
    Dale Harper   (760) 382-4903

Vice-President
    Fred Freiberg    (760) 371-1033

Secretary
    Dave Calvert   (760) 793-8026

Treasurer
    Steve Garrison   (760) 375-3192

Director A (2-Year)
    Dave DeKruger   (760) 384-8760

Director B (2-Year)
    Craig Rae    (760) 375-3707

Webmaster
    Neal Barry    (760) 301-2098

Newsletter Editor
    Neal Barry    (760) 301-2098

Banquet Chairman for 2015
    Dave Calvert   (760) 793-8026

Conservation Chairman
    Karl Zellner    (760) 499-6361

Membership Chairman
    Lloyd Smith    (760) 377-3542

Education Chairman
   John Linder    (760) 377-5750

Outings
    Vacant

Club Equipment
    Lew Albright   (760) 375-8725

Club Library
    Fred Freiberg    (760) 371-1033

Weekend Fly Tying
    Gary Ahr Sr.   (209) 918-1053

Trout In the Classroom
    Jay Crawford   (760) 375-8275

Youth Coordinator
    John Linder   (760) 377-5750

Programs
    Fred Freiberg    (760) 371-1033

Publicity
    Barbara Linder   (760) 377-5750

Director SWC-IFFF
    Craig Porter   (760) 446-3400

"The finest gift
you can give to any
fisherman is to put
a good fish back, and
who knows if the
fish that you caught
isn't someone else's
gift to you?"
        — Lee Wulff

General membership
Associate membership
Youth membership
Life membership
One time initiation fee

$  20.00
$    5.00
$    5.00
$200.00
$  10.00

   General membership meetings are held at 7:30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month at the Ridgecrest 
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (639 N. 
Norma St., Ridgecrest, CA). Everyone is welcome to 
attend! Our meetings feature guest speaker presenta-
tions, brief club news, refreshments, a raffle and a 
silent book auction.

   The Board of Directors usually meet at 7:00pm on 
the last Tuesday of each month. The board meetings 
are held at the club classroom located at 145B Pana-
mint Street and are open to anyone with agenda items 
to share.
 To be placed on the next meeting’s agenda, 
please send your request to Dave Calvert at:   
dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com

Board of Directors
and other Club Officers

Monthly Club Meeting

Annual Cost for Membership

Board of Directors Meeting
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May 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Full Moon

First Quarter

Last Quarter

Monthly
Board Meeting

7:00pm

Memorial Day
Holiday

Crater NP
Created 1902

Glacier NP
Created 1910

Armed Forces
Day

Flex-Day

Flex-Day

Flex-Day

Weekend
Fly Tying

9:00am - Noon

Kids Free
Fishing Day

9:00am - Noon

SE.E.P.
Opportunity

8:00am - 3:00pm

Club Outing to
McGee Creek

Newsletter
Deadline

Monthly
Club Meeting
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Dinner @ Casey’s
6:00pm - 7:00pm

Goodies for the
May Club Meeting

— Karl Zellner —

Goodies for the
June Club Meeting

— Lloyd Smith —

TIES &LIES

LOADS

OF FUN!

LOADS

OF FUN!

MUSTDO
MUST

DO

DON’T

FORGET!
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Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, California 93556

The Aguabonita Flyfishers are dedicated to the conservation of fisheries, waters, watersheds, and the enhancement 
of fly fishing with the participation of its membership through educational outreach programs to local schools and 
the surrounding community, county, state, and national level programs. The Aguabonita Flyfishers are an equal 
opportunity club without discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, age, religion or sexual orientation.

The Aguabonita Flyfishers is an affiliated club of the International Federation of Flyfishers (IFFF) and its affiliate, 
the Southwest Council of the International Federation of Flyfishers (SWC-IFFF). The Aguabonita Flyfishers is also 
affiliated with California Trout (CalTrout) and Trout Unlimited (TU).

“The Flyline” newsletter and its written content, photos, and graphics are copyrighted by the Aguabonita Flyfishers 
unless so noted within the body of the newsletter. No part of the “The Flyline” newsletter may be reproduced in part 
or its entirety or modified by any individual or organization without the express written approval of the Board of 
Directors of the Aguabonita Flyfishers; P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, California 93556.

   International Federation of Fly Fishers (IFFF) - 
Since 1964, the Federation of Fly Fishers has been an 
organized voice for fly fishers. The Federation of Fly 
Fishers and its Councils are the only organized advo-
cate for fly fishers on an national and regional level.

http://www.fedflyfishers.org/

   California Trout (CalTrout) - Since it’s establish-
ment in January, 1971, CalTrouts mission has been to 
protect and restore wild trout, steelhead, salmon and 
their waters throughout California.

http://caltrout.org/

   Trout Unlimited (TU) - Since 1959, Trout 
Unlimited has worked to conserve, protect and 
restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their 
watersheds. We have protected more than 10,000 
river miles nationwide and pioneered new scientific, 
legal and legislative tools to make America’s rivers 
cleaner and healthier.

http://www.tu.org/
http://www.tucalifornia.org/

   Southwest Council International Federation of 
Fly Fishers (SWC-IFFF) - The Southwest Council of 
the International Federation of Fly Fishers represents 
all of Southern California and Nevada. The Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers is a 48-year old international 
non-profit organization dedicated to the betterment 
of the sport of fly fishing through conservation, resto-
ration and education.

http://southwestcouncilfff.org/

Club Affiliations
State and National
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P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, CA   93556
FIRST CLASS

Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers:
To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing

To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters

To provide assistance to club members to help them become more
effective fly fishermen and to promote the fellowship of the membership

To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds

To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen

Aguabonita Flyfishers      •      P.O. Box 2059 • Ridgecrest, CA 93556       +       www.abffclub.org


