
his month’s speaker is Jessica Strickland, Trout Unlimited 
(TU) California Field Coordinator. Jessica will give us a 
presentation on the “Sportsmen’s Conservation Project” 

(SCP), an initiative that educates, organizes, and 
promotes grassroots-level action among anglers and 

hunters to better protect and manage our public 
lands. She will talk about what’s happening 
in our neck of the woods, including the 

National Forest Plan Revision and Travel 
Management processes currently under 

way in Sierra, Sequoia and Inyo National 
Forest, as well as TU’s initiative to gain 
special designations for the San Gabriel 
and San Bernardino mountains.

continued on page 2
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Additionally, Jessica leads on public lands issues and 
campaigns in much of the Golden State, with a focus on 
educating and organizing sportsmen to deliver strong 
conservation outcomes in the Forest Plan Revision and 
Travel Management processes currently under way in 
Region 5 national forests, as well as to gain special designa-
tions for key terrestrial and aquatic habitat.

Jessica hails from Louisiana and is a lifelong avid angler 
and hunter. She has a degree in Fisheries Biology and a 
Master’s in Aquatic Ecology, and comes to TU after 
serving as Project Manager with American Rivers in Cali-
fornia and as Conservation Programs Manager and 
Outreach Coordinator for the University of Texas.
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his month’s speaker is Jessica Strickland, Trout Unlimited 
(TU) California Field Coordinator. Jessica will give us a 
presentation on the “Sportsmen’s Conservation Project” 

(SCP), an initiative that educates, organizes, and 
promotes grassroots-level action among anglers and 

hunters to better protect and manage our public 
lands. She will talk about what’s happening 
in our neck of the woods, including the 

National Forest Plan Revision and Travel 
Management processes currently under 

way in Sierra, Sequoia and Inyo National 
Forest, as well as TU’s initiative to gain 
special designations for the San Gabriel 
and San Bernardino mountains.
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Additionally, Jessica leads on public lands issues and 
campaigns in much of the Golden State, with a focus on 
educating and organizing sportsmen to deliver strong 
conservation outcomes in the Forest Plan Revision and 
Travel Management processes currently under way in 
Region 5 national forests, as well as to gain special designa-
tions for key terrestrial and aquatic habitat.

Jessica hails from Louisiana and is a lifelong avid angler 
and hunter. She has a degree in Fisheries Biology and a 
Master’s in Aquatic Ecology, and comes to TU after 
serving as Project Manager with American Rivers in Cali-
fornia and as Conservation Programs Manager and 
Outreach Coordinator for the University of Texas.
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 hope to see everyone at the Banquet on March 
1st to celebrate 35th years of Aguabonita’s, 
have a scrumptious dinner, socialize with 

fellow fly fishers and spouses, tell stories, recognize 
our award winners, say thanks to the volunteers and 
Club Officers, support the raffles and auction with 
your $, work the TIC Shooter, invite friends and bring 
your family, hear Hardy Tyson serenade us with his 
magical Guitar. This is the primary fundraising event 
for us – keeps the Club running for another year.  
Judging by the number of Banquet tickets sold so far, 
we should have quite a crowd. I encourage you to get 
your tickets before it is too late – only $20/person?  
 Don’t forget the next Club General Meeting on 
March 4th, Tuesday after the Banquet. Jessica Strick-
land, Field Coordinator for Trout Unlimited (TU), 
will talk about a very important topic for fishing and 
hunting enthusiasts; upcoming changes in the Forest 
Service planning process and regulations (Land and 
Resource Management Plans, i.e. "Forest Plans") that 
will be put into effect soon starting in our back yard 
and local fishing areas (specifically Sequoia, Sierra, 
and Inyo National Forests). This is a very current topic 
and should be of interest to all Aguabonita Flyfishers.  
TU would like the Club to be one of several signers 
on a TU letter that states some of the concerns regard-
ing changes to the “Forest Plans”. Put March 4th on 
your calendar.
 Here’s a plug for the fly tying class on March 14th 
and 15th. Signup with Chuck Newmyer and get to 
tying.
 Note that our youth programs are starting up this 
March: TIC (Trout-in-the-Classroom) and SEEP 
(Sand Canyon Environmental Education Program).  
Our TIC lead, Jay Crawford, tells us that the TIC class 
will be held at the Historic USO Building on March 
8th from 9:30am to 3:00pm. Come to the class and 
reacquaint yourself with the TIC program and meet 
the Classroom Teachers that are new to TIC this year.  

I Volunteers are needed from March through May 
(classroom work, fieldtrips, equipment cleanup, and 
etcetera). Signup with Jay. In addition SEEP lead, 
John Linder, also needs volunteers to help with the 
aquatic insect station in Sand Canyon. There are 8 
field trips in Sand Canyon starting March 14th and 
finishing on May 9th. You will enjoy helping fourth 
graders from our local schools discover the world of 
insects.
 I worked on my New Year’s fly fishing resolutions 
in February; I resolved to fish more days in 2014 than 
in 2013. For my kick-off trip, I went Steelhead fishing 
on the Trinity River in Northern California for 4 days 
with Dick Compton and two other fly fishers from 
the Santa Barbara Club. We experienced your typical 
Steelhead weather; rain, fog, and cloudy days. I came 
home with a cold, or course. We were indicator 
fishing from drift boats and from the shore (wade 
fishing). I seemed to have the best luck with Solitude 
Golden Stones and #16 red Copper Johns. We did 
catch some nice steelhead. My largest two were both  
27-inch wild steelheads. Most of the fish caught were 
wild fish but there were a couple of hatchery fish.  We 
also caught a few brown trout. Dick Compton caught 
a 25-inch “brute” of a brown trout – his largest brown 
trout ever.  
  
Tight Lines!!!!
Craig  
  

The Leader’s Line
Craig Porter, President
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Aguabonita Flyfishers 35th Annual Banquet
March 1st, 2014

B.P.O. ELKS Lodge, 201 East Church Street, Ridgecrest, CA.

COME EARLY — HAVE FUN

— Special “Card” Raffles —

Raffles and Auctions: Dessert Raffle
    Regular Raffle

TIC Ticket Shooter
Special (Card) Raffles

Bucket Raffle
Auction

Tickets for the banquet and auction are $20.00 per person (includes tip). Tickets will be
available at both the January and February general meetings from John and Barbara Linder.
You can also contact John or Barbara at (760) 377-5750 or by email at drjlinder@outdrs.net.
Mail in request can be sent to: Aguabonita Flyfishers
     Attn.: John Linder, Banquet Tickets
     P.O. Box 2059
     Ridgecrest, CA.   93555-2059
     Make your checks payable to Aguabonita Flyfishers.
     Reservations must be received by February 21st, 2014.

The dinner will be a buffet and includes: Salad and Roll, Tri-tip, Chicken, Vegetable, Baked
Beans, Coffee. Finally, the meal is topped off with our traditional dessert auction!

General raffle items and special awards will be dispersed throughout the evening. Raffle
tickets for the drawings will be sold at the start of the dinner and will go for $1.00 each.
The auction list continues to grow, items include numerous fly-fishing accessories, clothing,
and special gift items.

The first raffle is for a custom-built fly rod by Chuck Newmyer. The winner of this raffle gets to
choose the size and weight of rod they desire. All proceeds from this raffle go directly to
funding critically needed equipment for our 2014 Trout In the Classroom Program. Cards for
this raffle are being sold for $5.00 each. Winner does not need to be present to win.

The second raffle is for a custom-built, bamboo fly rod donated by Club member, Jake Martins.
This is a 2- piece, 7-foot rod with an extra tip, and is designed to handle a 4-weight line. Cards for this
are being sold for $10.00 each. Winner does not need to be present to win.

Special Raffle “Cards” can be purchased at the monthly meetings from Lew Albright.

5:00pm
6:30pm
7:30pm

Wet Fly
Dinner
Auction
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Raidey Mite water on the Kern!!

 Raidey What??? That’s what the guy said. I was 
on Hot Creek having a good day. That in it’s 
self is an unusual occurrence. He had offered 
me his spot as I walked upstream. I declined at 

first, but he insisted, explaining to me that there 
weren’t any fish there anyway.  So after I had caught a 
good number of fishes in a short amount of time, he 
asked me the now famous question, “What fly are you 
catching those fish on?”  I answered, “My Raidey 
Mite.”  “ Let me 
see it.” “OK, 
here.”  Which now 
leads to my all 
time favorite 
fishing response, 
after looking at my 
fly, he matter of 
factly stated, 
“They won’t take 
that fly here, it’s 
much too big.” 
This gets even 
better, I offered 
him a couple and 
he refused them, 
because he didn’t 
think they would work on Hot Creek.
 I did have a smaller fly on also, but the fish were 
all taking that Raidey Mite. He had watched me run 
off over 10 fish in a row, including a couple over 16”. 
On my way home, I started thinking I may have a real 
winner on my hands.     
 I had gone into Kern River Fly shop a few months 
before. I didn’t really need anything, so I decided to 
buy a dozen or so flies. Among those flies was a #14 
Mayfly attractor called Sloan’s Mitey Mite. Mike Sloan 
is a great tier, and I like his flies, so I threw a few into continued on page 6

A the cup and went on with my day. As I fished the 
Kern, I caught a few fish, one here and there. I started 
working through my fly box and finally got to the cup 
of flies I had purchased earlier. As I looked at this 
beautiful fly, I thought it may work….and work it did.  
I ended up having a pretty nice day. When I got home, 
I decided to tie a few up. As I started looking closely at 
this fly to copy it,  I realized I wasn’t going to be able 
to replicate it. The flashback was woven, I still to this 

day haven’t found 
the clear material 
used to overwrap 
the abdomen. 
The dubbing was 
a synthetic blend, 
I’ll probably never 
find either. Beau-
tiful fly, this tier 
isn’t going to tie.  
  So, I did as I 
normally do, got 
out a pile of stuff 
and mixed and 
matched until I 
found the materi-
als to get as close 

as I could and still look like Sloan’s piece of fly fishing 
art. My first attempts were mildly successful. They 
worked, kind of, but I didn’t like the proportion. 
Also, I didn’t like the clear Thinskin wingcase, it 
didn’t look right to me and the flash I had was too 
lightly colored. I ordered some darker green flash and 
tried using a sandwich bag as the wingcase.  That 
worked better and I was getting more fish to take the 
fly. The baggie I was using kept ripping, so I used a 
ziplock freezer bag. I didn’t like that either. Too thick. 

I was rummaging around looking for something one 
day and I had a bunch of those clear plastic bags tying 
materials sometimes come in. That was just right. 
Thin enough to snug down and make the little 
‘hump’ on top that I wanted, thick enough to be 
durable. I now had a fly that caught fish really well 
and held together well. Now, I just had to figure out 
how to duplicate it easily. I started by counting exactly 
how many strands of Krystal flash to use, I started 
with 8, that makes 4 on each side for the legs. I found 
that Mercers Tan Buggy Nymph dubbing was perfect 
and very consistent. I had decided to go ahead and use 
Midge tubing as the over wrap abdomen. I’m getting 
close to what I 
want this fly to 
be. Close enough 
to start giving 
them out to my 
friends to try.  
  So I started 
giving these 
things away. 
Some guys would 
send a note very 
happy with the 
fly. Some I never 
really heard from. 
Mark was the 
funniest though. 
He calls up one 
evening laughing and happy.  Hey, he says, “ I had a 
great day with that fly you gave me. I Googled it, that 
thing isn’t remotely close to a Sloans Mitey Mite. That 
thing is a Raidey Mite!!!”
 I fished that fly for almost two years, never fishing 
a rig without it.  Some days, I’d change the bottom fly 
many times, didn’t matter, that Raidey Mite was the 
hot deal.  Fuzzy, ugly, too big,  too flashy, whatever it 
was too much of, it definitely caught too many fishes!! 
I still make changes to it.  I thought the flash was too 
green, so now I mix the lighter and darker Krystal 

Flash and added a couple strands. I like the legs to be 
a bit bigger in stained water, in clear, water I shorten 
them. 
      Mainly now it is a weight fly, but it still takes it’s 
share of fish. That’s why I had it tied on that day on 
Hot Creek.  As I write this, it sure seems like a great 
deal of effort just to copy someone else’s pattern.  But 
then, it really isn’t the same fly anymore.  This truly 
has become a signature fly for me.  I so much enjoy 
using this thing.  I’ve used it with great success in 
many of the great waters of the west.  The Raidey Mite 
has gotten around and made good account for itself 
every river it has been in.  Except for Hot creek, for as 

we all now know, 
“That fly won’t 
work here, it’s 
much too big.”  
Right!!!

Blue Skies
and

Fishy Flies,
Allen

Tippets from the Fly Addict
Allen Bell, Director
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The Infamous ‘Raidey Mite’!!

 Raidey What??? That’s what the guy said. I was 
on Hot Creek having a good day. That in it’s 
self is an unusual occurrence. He had offered 
me his spot as I walked upstream. I declined at 

first, but he insisted, explaining to me that there 
weren’t any fish there anyway.  So after I had caught a 
good number of fishes in a short amount of time, he 
asked me the now famous question, “What fly are you 
catching those fish on?”  I answered, “My Raidey 
Mite.”  “ Let me 
see it.” “OK, 
here.”  Which now 
leads to my all 
time favorite 
fishing response, 
after looking at my 
fly, he matter of 
factly stated, 
“They won’t take 
that fly here, it’s 
much too big.” 
This gets even 
better, I offered 
him a couple and 
he refused them, 
because he didn’t 
think they would work on Hot Creek.
 I did have a smaller fly on also, but the fish were 
all taking that Raidey Mite. He had watched me run 
off over 10 fish in a row, including a couple over 16”. 
On my way home, I started thinking I may have a real 
winner on my hands.     
 I had gone into Kern River Fly shop a few months 
before. I didn’t really need anything, so I decided to 
buy a dozen or so flies. Among those flies was a #14 
Mayfly attractor called Sloan’s Mitey Mite. Mike Sloan 
is a great tier, and I like his flies, so I threw a few into 

continued from page 5

the cup and went on with my day. As I fished the 
Kern, I caught a few fish, one here and there. I started 
working through my fly box and finally got to the cup 
of flies I had purchased earlier. As I looked at this 
beautiful fly, I thought it may work….and work it did.  
I ended up having a pretty nice day. When I got home, 
I decided to tie a few up. As I started looking closely at 
this fly to copy it,  I realized I wasn’t going to be able 
to replicate it. The flashback was woven, I still to this 

day haven’t found 
the clear material 
used to overwrap 
the abdomen. 
The dubbing was 
a synthetic blend, 
I’ll probably never 
find either. Beau-
tiful fly, this tier 
isn’t going to tie.  
  So, I did as I 
normally do, got 
out a pile of stuff 
and mixed and 
matched until I 
found the materi-
als to get as close 

as I could and still look like Sloan’s piece of fly fishing 
art. My first attempts were mildly successful. They 
worked, kind of, but I didn’t like the proportion. 
Also, I didn’t like the clear Thinskin wingcase, it 
didn’t look right to me and the flash I had was too 
lightly colored. I ordered some darker green flash and 
tried using a sandwich bag as the wingcase.  That 
worked better and I was getting more fish to take the 
fly. The baggie I was using kept ripping, so I used a 
ziplock freezer bag. I didn’t like that either. Too thick. 

I was rummaging around looking for something one 
day and I had a bunch of those clear plastic bags tying 
materials sometimes come in. That was just right. 
Thin enough to snug down and make the little 
‘hump’ on top that I wanted, thick enough to be 
durable. I now had a fly that caught fish really well 
and held together well. Now, I just had to figure out 
how to duplicate it easily. I started by counting exactly 
how many strands of Krystal flash to use, I started 
with 8, that makes 4 on each side for the legs. I found 
that Mercers Tan Buggy Nymph dubbing was perfect 
and very consistent. I had decided to go ahead and use 
Midge tubing as the over wrap abdomen. I’m getting 
close to what I 
want this fly to 
be. Close enough 
to start giving 
them out to my 
friends to try.  
  So I started 
giving these 
things away. 
Some guys would 
send a note very 
happy with the 
fly. Some I never 
really heard from. 
Mark was the 
funniest though. 
He calls up one 
evening laughing and happy.  Hey, he says, “ I had a 
great day with that fly you gave me. I Googled it, that 
thing isn’t remotely close to a Sloans Mitey Mite. That 
thing is a Raidey Mite!!!”
 I fished that fly for almost two years, never fishing 
a rig without it.  Some days, I’d change the bottom fly 
many times, didn’t matter, that Raidey Mite was the 
hot deal.  Fuzzy, ugly, too big,  too flashy, whatever it 
was too much of, it definitely caught too many fishes!! 
I still make changes to it.  I thought the flash was too 
green, so now I mix the lighter and darker Krystal 

Flash and added a couple strands. I like the legs to be 
a bit bigger in stained water, in clear, water I shorten 
them. 
      Mainly now it is a weight fly, but it still takes it’s 
share of fish. That’s why I had it tied on that day on 
Hot Creek.  As I write this, it sure seems like a great 
deal of effort just to copy someone else’s pattern.  But 
then, it really isn’t the same fly anymore.  This truly 
has become a signature fly for me.  I so much enjoy 
using this thing.  I’ve used it with great success in 
many of the great waters of the west.  The Raidey Mite 
has gotten around and made good account for itself 
every river it has been in.  Except for Hot creek, for as 

we all now know, 
“That fly won’t 
work here, it’s 
much too big.”  
Right!!!

Blue Skies
and

Fishy Flies,
Allen
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ishing the Umpqua River in Oregon for steel-
head has become a required trip for me to make 
at least twice a year.  My first fishing trip of the 

year is a trip up to the Roseburg area to fish with 
guide, Scott Howell.  At this time of year, Scott 
employs a drift boat and fishing under indicators to 
catch BIG winter-run steelhead.
 Scott claims that an on an "average day", an angler 
can expect to hook up with 4-to-6 steelhead of 30 inch 
average size.  He says this is based on his many years of 
experience on the river.  He promptly demonstrated 
this to me on my first day with him when I hooked 7 
and landed 5 on an 8wt fly rod. The photo below 
shows a 34 inch, winter-run Umpqua steelhead.
 Scott gives a rule of thumb for estimating steel-
head weight as 10 pounds at a length of 30 inches and 
then an additional pound per inch up to 38 inches.  

F Beyond 38 inches, girth becomes an important factor 
and yes, Scott's clients have landed steelhead over 40 
inches in the past on the Umpqua.
 My second day was cut short by a weather system 
moving through the area that blew out the river about 
mid-morning, but I did get a couple of 25 inch steel-
head before we quit.  Overall, my record for 1 1/2 
days of fishing was 7-for-9.
 Another item of note is that the Umpqua provides 
fishing for steelhead with dry flies during the summer 
months - my personal favorite !
 Contact information for Scott Howell for those 
interested in their own "average day" on the Umpqua 
River: Scott Howell
  (541) 621-2818
  scott@scotthowellfishing.com
  http://scotthowellflyfishing.com/

By Dick Compton
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ur tentative 2014 schedule for upcoming 
general meeting speakers and events is listed 
below:

 March Jessica Strickland
  Trout Unlimited SoCal

 April Tim La Fromboise
  Fishing Oregon’s DeChutes
  for Red Sides

 May Jeff Thompson
  CalTrout

 June Peter Piconi
  Fly Fishing San Diego

 July No Meeting/No Newsletter

 August Club Picnic

 September TBA

 October TBA

 November TBA

 December S.N. Claus
  Off-Season Fly Fishing
  Destinations

 If you have suggestions for future speakers or you 
would like to do a club presentation yourself, please 
drop me a line and we’ll discuss it.
 You can contact me, Craig Rae, at (760) 375-3707 
or email me at cakdrae@aol.com

O
Special Thanks to

John Linder & Bob Zeisler!!!

Up Around The Bend
Craig Rae, Programs

Insects and Fly Tying
Maturango Museum on February 8th

Special Thanks to
John Linder & Bob Zeisler!!!
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Again in 2014, Aguabonita Flyfishers (member of the Southwest Council of Federation 
of Fly Fishers) in partnership with Trout Unlimited (TU) and the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will provide support for the “Trout in the Classroom” pro-
gram.

All teachers participating must have completed the “Trout in the Classroom” in-service 
training program.  

If you would like to participate again this year, please contact the TIC coordinator:
 Jay Crawford at (H) 760-375-8275 or (C) 760-608-3104
 Mail:  736 Scott Circle, Ridgecrest, CA, 93555.
 Email:  jay_crawford@verizon.net

“TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM” 

Biology
Ecology

Environment

Entomology
Ecosystems

Fly-tying

IN-SERVICE TRAINING
March 8, 2014

9:30am to 3:30pm
Historical Society/USO

Building
230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA
Coffee, Treats and

Lunch will be provided



The Flyline - March 2014 Page 10

Casting for Recovery 
 

A national, non-profit support and  
educational program for  
breast cancer survivors  

 

announces 
 

a 2  day retreat—at no cost to the 
participants—for women of all ages and in 

all stages of breast cancer  
who live in Southern California 

!

This Quality of Life program provides 
counseling and medical education and 

incorporates fly fishing to promote physical 
and emotional healing. 

 

 Connect with other women 
 Enjoy the beauty of the outdoors 
 Learn a new sport 
 Focus on quality of life and empowerrment !

JUNE 6-8, 2014 
UCLA Lake Arrowhead Conference Center 

LAKE ARROWHEAD, CA 
!

To submit your name for a chance to participate in this retreat: 

Apply online at www.castingforrecovery.org 
by the March 28, 2014 deadline.  
CFR must receive your application by this date. 

 
Participants are selected at random and will be notified of their application status  

once the selection process is complete. 

Casting for Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
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Cleanup at the property of Dennis & Barbara Mason’s
February 1st and 22nd, 2014
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 The club is looking for donations from members 
of items for the monthly meeting raffles. If you have 
items in good condition that are just taking up space 
please consider donating them to the club. The items 
do not have to be fly fishing related. You can bring 
them to a board meeting, a general monthly meeting, 
or contact one of the board members for pickup. 
These donations go a long way to help the club raise 
needed funds to support its various efforts, including 
Trout in the Classroom, the Youth Program, our 
conservation projects, and much more.

Bamboo Fly Rod “Card Raffle”
 
 Club member, Jake Martins, has donated another 
one of his awesome bamboo rods to the club. It is a 2- 
piece, 7-foot, 4-weight, with a second tip. Raffle tickets 
are $10 each and can be bought at the monthly meet-
ings from Lew Albright. Hopefully we will sell all 100 
tickets by the annual banquet in March and draw the 
winner that night. The winner does not need to be 
present to win.

Fly Rod “Card Raffle”
 
 All the cards for the custom fly rod by Chuck have 
been sold. The winner will be drawn at the banquet.

enators Feinstein and Boxer of California and 
Wyden and Merkley of Oregon introduced a bill in 
the U.S. Senate designed “to help California and 
Oregon farmers, businesses and communities 

suffering from historic drought conditions.” Unfortu-
nately this is at the expense of fish in the San Joaquin 
River.
 Protections for native fish in the Bay-Delta estuary 
protect thousands of fishing jobs and communities in 
California, as well as protecting water quality for delta 
farmers. Two provisions in the bill appear to be inconsis-
tent with existing safeguards for endangered salmon and 
steelhead – and the fishing jobs that depend on healthy 
salmon runs. These provisions are also unnecessary, as 
the existing protections for salmon and other native fish 
in the Bay-Delta are already substantially weaker in dry 
years, and include specific provisions to deal with 
droughts and multiple dry years.
 For example, there’s a provision of the bill that 
would lock in a particular ratio of how much of the San 
Joaquin River’s flow can be diverted by massive pumps 
in April and May, when salmon and steelhead are 
migrating down the river to the ocean. However this is 
not based upon river flow to better protect migrating 
salmon from being pulled into the pumps as hydrology 
improves.
 Another provision of the bill directs the extent to 
which tributaries of the San Joaquin River that feed the 
Delta can flow backwards due to the enormous influ-
ence of the federal and state pumps that export water 
south. This provision could also be read by some to 
exempt the federal pumps from complying with those 
state and federal protections, and shifting compliance to 
the state pumps alone. In that situation, this exemption 
would benefit recipients of the Central Valley Project 
water (mostly agricultural users) at the expense of State 
Water Project users (mostly cities and towns). 

For additional reading go to the following link:
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/sfleischli/feinstein
_drought_bill_the_rig.html

Conservation News
Karl Zellner, Club Conservation

Other Club News
Chuck Newmyer
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e are putting together our schedule of classes 
for this spring. If you are interested in any of 
them you can get details from Chuck at    

(760) 375-1126 or hisifly@hotmail.com. Information 
will also be available at the club meetings.
 Our Fly Tying Class is scheduled for the weekend 
of March 15 and 16. This is a basic introduction to fly 
tying, emphasizing tying techniques through tying a 
number of different fly patterns.
 Our Rod Building Class is scheduled for April 11 
through 13. There will be an introductory session the 
evening of Wednesday, March 19. In this session we 
will go through the steps of building a fly rod, includ-
ing a listing of the components needed.
 Our Fly Fishing Class is scheduled for May 17 and 
18. This is a basic introduction to fly fishing. We cover 
equipment, rigging up, casting, knots, reading the 
water, flies and fly selection, presenting the fly, etc.

Whe next weekend fly-tying session, “Ties & 
Lies,” will be Saturday, March 22nd from 
9:00am to noon at the Aguabonita's class-

room, 145B Panamint Street.
   As always, these fly-tying sessions are open to all. If 
you need help or assistance to solve a tying problem, 
then plenty of assistance will be available from the 
other tiers. You don't have to tie flies either, just come 
on in and kibitz or listen to the fish stories; maybe 
swap a few of your own stories.
    This is also an opportunity for club members to 
have access to the club's library to review, check-out 
and/or return any of the books, reference material, 
VHS tapes and DVDs that are available.
 As always, if you have a question please drop me a 
line at g_ahr@verizon.net

SPECIAL NOTE: For those tiers who wish to, we will 
start working on some PINK flies to meet our annual 
commitment to "Casting For Recovery.” The club has 
a supply of pink tying materials that will be available. 
In addition, there is also a need for PMDs - ADAMS - 
CADDISs - NYMPHs and a MYSTERY FLY (could be 
a hopper, streamer, etc.).

T

Hooked on Fly Fishing
Chuck Newmyer, Education

On the Hook
Gary Ahr Sr., Weekend Fly-Tying
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e are quickly approaching another year of 
Trout in the Classroom (TIC). This will mark 
our 22nd year of participating in TIC. This is 

one of the most rewarding and successful programs 
that the club has been involved in and we can always 
use more help. We are looking for volunteers to help 
with some, if not all, of the following tasks: cleaning 
up the equipment, setting it up in the classrooms, 
delivering eggs to the classrooms, monitoring events 
in the classroom, helping with the fry release, and 
returning the equipment to the TIC shed. The more 
volunteers we have the more we can spread the tasks 
around. This effort occurs from the end of March 
until the end of May.
 There will be a workshop for teachers and volun-
teers on Saturday, March 8. This will be held at the 
Historical Society Building on Ridgecrest Blvd., start-
ing at 9:30 am.
 There will be a sign-up sheet at the March meet-
ing. You can also contact either Jay Crawford at (760) 
375-8275 or his email: jay_crawford@verizon.net or 
Chuck Newmyer at (760) 375-1126 or at his email:  
hisifly@hotmail.com to get more information 
and/or to sign up.

he Book of the Month for the March Meeting 
will be “Stillwater Solutions - Recipes” by Brian 
Chan and Phil Rowley.

 
 Successful fly patterns must be constructed from 
materials and colors that reflect the constantly fluctu-
ating natural environment. The authors development 
of “Stillwater Solutions” finally offers a comprehen-
sive and effective selection of materials and patterns 
to provide a full spectrum of options for lake fishing 
everywhere. This book includes 30 proven and versa-
tile patterns covering key food groups found in spring 
creeks, tailwaters and lakes throughout the seasons.
 
Minimum bid:    $15

T

W

Trout In the Classroom
Chuck Newmyer, Education

Book of the Month
“Silent Auction”
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FLY RODS:
 1. Cabela’s 9’0” 6wt
 2. Cortland      8’0" 5/6wt
 3. Fisher          8'6" 3/4wt
 4. Fisher          9'0" 6wt
 5. Fisher          8'6" 5/6wt
 6. Fisher          8'0" 6/7wt
 7. Fisher          9'6" 7/8wt
 8. Fisher          9'0" 10wt
 9. G. Loomis 7'9" 2wt
 10. G. Loomis     8’0" 3wt
 11. Powell     9’0” 5/6wt
 12. St. Croix 9’0” 3wt
 13. St. Croix 9’0” 6/7wt
 14. Sage            9'0" 4wt
 15. Sage            9'0" 5wt
 16. Sage  9“0” 6wt
 17. Winston 8’6” 6wt
 18. Winston 9’0“ 8wt

FLY REELS & LINE:
 1. Berkley  DT2F
 2. Cortland DT3F
 3. Cortland DT4F
 4. Cortland DT5F
 5. Cortland DT6F
 6. Cortland WF7F
 7. Cortland WF9F
 8. STH  10 F/S

WADERS:
 1. 2 pair  Size-10
 2. 1 pair  Size-14

    To check out a rod or reel, call Lew Albright at (760) 
375-8725. The club requires a nominal fee of $5.00. 
The money will be used for maintenance of the equip-
ment.
   When you check out a rod or reel, please return the 
item as soon as possible so other club members may 
use them too. If you break a rod or reel, let Lew know 
so that it can be repaired.

   High Sierra Flyfisherman – Chuck has some 
left-over shop inventory, including some fly-tying 
materials (including hooks), flies (dries, nymphs, 
streamers, and terrestrials), rod building components, 
and leader and tippet materials. 20% to 50% off to 
club members. To set up a meeting at the club house, 
you can contact Chuck at (760) 375-1126 or 
hisifly@hotmail.com

   Sierra Fisherman Magazine – The Sierra Fisher-
man is now publishing classified ads. Sell your old 
stuff and use the money to buy new stuff. Ad prices:
Photo & 15 words  $25.00
Photo & 30 words  $35.00
Send ad information to: sales@sierrafisherman.com

   Eastern Sierra Back Country Fishing Guide – 
This 41MB PDF document is a “MUST READ” for 
anyone who fishes the Eastern Sierra back country. 
Jim Erdman Jr., Fisheries Biologist with CDFW in 
Bishop has done an outstanding job putting this 
document together. You can download the PDF at:
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/regions/6/

e’re taking sign-ups for our upcoming 
monthly meeting “Goody Providers.” Cook-
ies, brownies, pies, cakes, you name it, club 

members will be more than happy to eat whatever you 
bring. This is a perfect opportunity to bring your 
wife’s, the girlfriend’s, or the significant other’s favor-
ite dessert to share. Heck, even some of you guys can 
probably whip something up that’s probably edible. 
Worse case, head to the local bakery.
 A sign-up sheet will be available at the next few 
monthly meetings where you can choose which 
month to bring the goodies. Right now, we need 
goodie providers for June and September through 
November of 2014.

W

Refreshments for our
Monthly General Meetings

Aguabonita Flyfishers
Rod & Reel Inventory

Classified Section
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President
    Craig Porter   (760) 446-3400

Vice-President
    Craig Rae    (760) 375-3707

Secretary
    Dave Calvert   (760) 793-8026

Treasurer
    Steve Garrison   (760) 375-3192

Director (2-Year)
    Dave DeKruger   (760) 384-8760

Director (1-Year)
    Gary Ahr Sr.,   (209) 918-1053

Webmaster
    John Linder   (760) 377-5750

Newsletter Editor
    Neal Barry    (760) 301-2098

Banquet Chairman
    Karl Zellner    (760) 499-6361

Conservation Chairman
    Karl Zellner    (760) 499-6361

Membership Chairman
    Don Winter   (760) 375-7948

Education Chairman
    Chuck Newmyer   (760) 375-1126

Outings
    Dale Harper   (760) 382-4093

Club Equipment
    Lew Albright   (760) 375-8725

Club Library
    Fred Freiberg    (760) 371-1033

Weekend Fly Tying
    Gary Ahr Sr.,   (209) 918-1053

Trout In the Classroom
    Jay Crawford   (760) 375-8275

Youth Coordinator
    John Linder   (760) 377-5750

Programs
    Craig Rae    (760) 375-3707

Publicity
    Barbara Linder   (760) 377-5750

Director SWC FFF
    Craig Porter   (760) 446-3400

"Don't show knowledge
- share knowledge."
         — Lefty Kreh

General membership
Associate membership
Youth membership
Life membership
One time initiation fee

$  20.00
$    5.00
$    5.00
$200.00
$  10.00

   General membership meetings are held at 7:30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month at the Ridgecrest 
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (639 N. 
Norma St., Ridgecrest, CA). Everyone is welcome to 
attend! Our meetings feature guest speaker presenta-
tions, brief club news, refreshments, a raffle and a 
silent book auction.

   The Board of Directors usually meet at 7:00pm on 
the last Tuesday of each month. The board meetings 
are held at the club classroom located at 145B Pana-
mint Street and are open to anyone with agenda items 
to share. To be placed on the next meeting’s agenda, 
please send your request to Dave Calvert at 
dave.calvert.ii@gmail.com

Board of Directors
and other Club Officers

Monthly Club Meeting

Annual Cost for Membership

Board of Directors Meeting
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March 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New Moon

Full Moon

First Quarter

Last Quarter

March
Board Meeting

7:00pm

Mt. Rainier NP
Created 1899

Weekend
Fly-tying

“Ties & Lies”
9:00am - Noon

Fly Tying Class
9:00am - 3:30pm

S.E.E.P.
Field Trip

S.E.E.P.
Field Trip

S.E.E.P.
Field Trip

Fly Tying Class
9:00am - 3:30pm

Daylight
Savings Time

2:00am

TIC In-service
Training

9:30am - 3:30pm

CFR 2014
Retreat

Registration
Deadline

Aguabonita
Flyfishers

35th Annual
Banquet

5:00pm - 9:00pm

Newsletter
Deadline

Monthly
Club Meeting
7:30pm - 9:00pm

Goodies for the
March Club Meeting

— Chuck Newmyer —

Goodies for the
April Club Meeting

— Karl Zellner —

Fred Hall Show - Long Beach Convention Center

MUST
DO

SMOKN’

HOT

DON’
T

MISS

DON’
T

MISS

2014 SWC-IFFF Fly Fishing Faire
Mammoth Lakes, CA

September 19-21

California Golden Trout Stakeholders Meeting
April 15th  -  9am to 3pm

Region 2 Main Office
1701 Nimbus Road, Gold River, CA
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Copyright 2011 All Rights Reserved
The Flyline is published by the:

Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, California 93556

The Aguabonita Flyfishers are dedicated to the conservation of fisheries, waters, watersheds, and the enhancement 
of fly fishing with the participation of its membership through educational outreach programs to local schools and 
the surrounding community, county, state, and national level programs. The Aguabonita Flyfishers are an equal 
opportunity club without discrimination based on gender, race, nationality, age, religion or sexual orientation.

The Aguabonita Flyfishers is an affiliated club of the International Federation of Flyfishers (IFFF) and its affiliate, 
the Southwest Council of the International Federation of Flyfishers (SWC-IFFF). The Aguabonita Flyfishers is also 
affiliated with California Trout (CalTrout) and Trout Unlimited (TU).

“The Flyline” newsletter and its written content, photos, and graphics are copyrighted by the Aguabonita Flyfishers 
unless so noted within the body of the newsletter. No part of the “The Flyline” newsletter may be reproduced in part 
or its entirety or modified by any individual or organization without the express written approval of the Board of 
Directors of the Aguabonita Flyfishers; P.O. Box 2059, Ridgecrest, California 93556.

   International Federation of Fly Fishers (IFFF) - 
Since 1964, the Federation of Fly Fishers has been an 
organized voice for fly fishers. The Federation of Fly 
Fishers and its Councils are the only organized advo-
cate for fly fishers on an national and regional level.

http://www.fedflyfishers.org/

   California Trout (CalTrout) - Since it’s establish-
ment in January, 1971, CalTrouts mission has been to 
protect and restore wild trout, steelhead, salmon and 
their waters throughout California.

http://caltrout.org/

   Trout Unlimited (TU) - Since 1959, Trout 
Unlimited has worked to conserve, protect and 
restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their 
watersheds. We have protected more than 10,000 
river miles nationwide and pioneered new scientific, 
legal and legislative tools to make America’s rivers 
cleaner and healthier.

http://www.tu.org/
http://www.tucalifornia.org/

   Southwest Council International Federation of 
Fly Fishers (SWC-IFFF) - The Southwest Council of 
the International Federation of Fly Fishers represents 
all of Southern California and Nevada. The Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers is a 48-year old international non-
profit organization dedicated to the betterment of the 
sport of fly fishing through conservation, restoration 
and education.

http://southwestcouncilfff.org/

Club Affiliations
We don’t just hangout with anybody!



Aguabonita Flyfishers
P.O. Box 2059

Ridgecrest, CA   93556

FIRST CLASS

Aims and Purposes of the Aguabonita Flyfishers:
To improve and increase the sport of fly fishing

To promote and work for the betterment of fishing waters

To provide assistance to club members to help them become more
effective fly fishermen and to promote the fellowship of the membership

To encourage and advocate conservation of fisheries, waters, and watersheds

To encourage and assist others to become fly fishermen and true sportsmen

Aguabonita Flyfishers      •      P.O. Box 2059 • Ridgecrest, CA 93556       +       www.abffclub.org


